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The Natural Wealth of Aroostook County. 


‘The question which Mr. Dorr gives as the 
heading to his suggestive and interesting ar- 
ticle in another column, is a pertinent one 
to consider just at this season; and while 
our readers are thinking it over, we present 
to their notice some account of the natural 
wealth of this portion of our State, that they 
may obtain an idea of the resources, advan- 
tages and opportunities for business pos- 
sessed by Aroostook. 

Consider first the extent of this border 
county—one hundred and thirty miles in 
length by one hundred in breadth; a terri- 
tory nearly as large as the State of Massa- 
chusetts. Of course, in a section of coun- 
try ef this extent there will be much 
diversity of landscape, soil and natural ca- 
pabilities. Of the four millions two hun- 
dred and fifty thousand acres of land in the 
county—the larger part is still covered by a 
heavy and valuable growth of wood and 
timber; a growth, which it is true, has in 
some portions been subject to many devas- 
tations and mutilations, but which is still a 
source of almost untold wealth to the coun. 
ty. In connection with the vast extent of 
heavily timbered land are numerous large 
rivers, among them the St. John two hun- 
dred miles in length, the Aroostook one 
hundred and seventeen, the Allaguash one 
hundred and the Fish seventy-two, beside 
a dozen other rivers of lesser size, and 
streams and ponds innumerable. On all 
these rivers and streams are good water 
powers which can be made to work up the 
lumber, whenever,the means for its trans- 
portation to the markets waiting for it shall 
have been provided. The soil of Aroostook 
rests generally on a limestone formation, 
and the land is rich, deep, very productive 
and free from rocks. The natural drainage 
is everywhere good; and although the win- 
ters are on the average longer than in the 
middle and western portions of Muine, the 
snow disappears rapidly and farming oper- 
ations are entered upon as early as in other 
sections of the State. The large crops of 
wheat, oats, hay, potatoes, barley and buck- 
wheat, of which we read, and which seem 
almost fabulous to those of us who grow 
our low average crops on the old farms of 
this part of the State, are not at all excep- 
tional in Aroostook; but are in fact the 
crops generally harvested from their good 
tarms—the average yield of all these crops 
being uniformly heavy, and their maturity 
and perfection certain. The newspaper, 
church and school are creditably maintained 
wherever settlements have been made, and 
society is good throughout the county. 

Heretofore the timber of Aroostook has 
been its greatest source of business and 
wealth. From its millions of acres of splen- 
did wooded land has been cut the pine, 
spruce and hemlock, which has hitherto 
been sent down the St. John waters toa 
foreign market, and the profits of which 
have gone to build up the cities and business 
of the neighboring Province. About sixty 
millions of feet of this kind of lumber an- 
nually go down the Aroostook river, to say 
nothing of the immense amount of shingles, 
clapboards, pickets, ship’s knees, hardwood 
timber of ali kinds—which is or may be 
furnished from the forests, of Aroostook, 
annually. Indeed, a careftl estimate has 
been made of the lumber resources of the 
county, which shows that an average of only 
5000 feet per acre, would give 50,000,000 feet 
per year, from the upper Aroostook valley, 
and that this amount, which alone would make 
a handsome business for large numbers of 
saw mills and a railroad—may be relied upon 
for a period of time reaching so far into the 
future as to be almost beyond computation. 
Aside from this wealth of lumber, Aroostook 
county is known to possess rich deposits of 
iron and other vaiuable minerals. ‘I'he iron 
of the Aroostook valley is in sufficient 
amount to advantageously employ six or 
eight establishments in its manufacture. and 
these could be furnished with limestone, 
wood and coal from the very localities where 
the ore was smelted. In Wade Plantation, 
Castle Hill and Perham, are inexhaustible 
beds of iron ore; and with the increasing 
demand for iron in all parts of the world, 
and the suecess which has attended its smelt- 
ing at the Katahdin works, near Aroostook 
county, it isreasonable to expect that these 
rich deposits will not long remain undevel- 
oped. When they begin to be worked oth- 
er industries will follow, and a new impetus 
be given to the development of the natural 
Wealth of our favored Aroostook. But over 
and above its timber and mineral resources, 
are its superior agricultural advantages— 
and it is to its agriculture in connection 
with the industries which will spring up 
with the manufacture of its lumber and the 
Starting of other business enterprises, that 
Wwe must look for the greatest prosperity to 
come to the county. Its fields are extensive 
= — sc eutiod, and invariably 
~ ee with a rich harvest. 
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would think yourself doing well. Here isa 


Place within our own State where all these 
branches can be carried on profitably, and 
where you are within our own borders. 
Good land at 50 cents per acre, which may 
be paid for in work on the public highways, 
is not to be had at these terms everywhere, 


and we advise all our young men of energy 


snd pluck ‘and steady purpose, who are de- 
termined to strike out” for themselves, to. 


Consider the 
Seciding to “pall up stakes” for out West. 


, 
| Forests as Affecting Rainfall. 


Upon this subject, which has been fruitful 
|of much discussion and many learned dis- 
| sertations, we find an interesting fact stated 
|in an address on Modern Greece, delivered 
before the American Geographical Society, 
by Hon. John M. Francis, lately U. S. Min- 
ister to that country. Mr. Francis states 
that at Athens and throughout Attica, where 
hundreds of years ago the country was de- 
nuded of its forests, and where the moun- 
tains had been laid bare to the very rock 
from the abrasion of the elements, and the 
earth washed down into the valleys, almost 
obliterating the courses of the ancient riv- 
ers; the drouth of the hot season is contin- 
uous for a period of from four to five months, 
with scarcelv a drop of rain to refresh the 
parched earth. But in other sections of 
Greece, as in portions of the Peloponnesus, 
the island of Eubea andelsewhere within sev- 
enty-five and one hundred miles of the Cap- 
ital, localities where forests have been pre- 
served and are still carefully protected, no 
such drouth afflicts the land. ‘The rain is 
distributed through the different seasons of 
the year, so that the moisture of the earth is 
retained and its fertility preserved. Mr. 
Francis believes this fact to be so important 
as to need no chemical analysis or scientitic 
disquisition to enforce and illustrate its mean- 
ing; and that it demonstrates the utility of 
forests for the maintenance of an equilibrium 
of moisture throughout the different seasons 
of the year. May not our own people who 
seem to be possessed of a passion to prac- 
tice the butchery of the forests, gather from 
this alesson for their own good and the 


welfare of future generations? 
A 


The State College. 


Business Meeting of the Trustees. 

A business meeting of the Trustees of the 
State College of Agriculture and the Me- 
chanics’ Arts, was held at the College build- 
ings, Orono, on Wednesday of last week. 
Hon. Abner Coburn, President in the chair, 
The chief business was in reference te the 
expenditure of the sum granted by the 
State last winter for its maintenance, viz: 
310,500—a sum entirely inadequate to the 
needs and demands of the institution.«but of 
which the most careful and judicious use 
will endeavor to be made. Of this sum 
$4,00, will be devoted to the payment of the | 
salaries of instructors—as, sincethe increased 
number of students and consequent enlarge- 
ment of the Faculty, the income from the 
congressional entlowment is not «sufficient 
for the purpose. Another item will be $1500 
as premium on the insurance policies on the 
buildings. ‘These two items will alone con- 
sume more than one half of the appropria- 
tion, while some outstanding debts remain 
to be liquidated—so that the College will 
just manage to get along through another 
year. In regard to its direct management 
no essential changes will be made. The 
same competent instructors remain in charge 
of their several departments, and the stan- 
dard of experimental agriculture wil] be 
fully kept up. Mr. Farrington will con- 
tinue his duties as instructor in agriculture, 
with an assistant as head farmer; and the. 
new steward, Mr. Fillebrown, will have 
charge of the College buildings. The Col- 
lege is ina flourishing condition, and the 
Trustees found every department in excel- 
lent order, and being conducted to their com- 
plete satisfaction. 


ae eo eR 
Experience with Hungarian Grass. 


Mr. W. H. Moores of Hallowell, informs 
us that his cows—he has some fifteen or 
twenty, and furnishes milk for city custom- 
ers—gave their best yield the past winter 
when fed on Hungarian grass and turnips. 
He has had considerable experience with 
this forage crop, having some years sown 
from five to eight acres, and esteems it very 
highly. Widely opposite opinions of its 
value have been given by different farmers 
who have grown it, but he is satisfied the 
adverse testimony regarding it, comes from 
those who have allowed it to remain until 
over-ripe before cutting it. Where this is 
the case and the seed matures, the fodder 
will be coarse, reedy and innutritious—and 
it would be strange if it was not condemned. 
While it may be sown as early as the middle 
of April, itis generally beiter to sow it lat- 
er; it may even be sown as late as the 9th 
to 13th of July, and will mature in fifty-five 
days. Towards the last of June farmers 
can generally form a pretty correct opinion 
as to the incoming hay crop; and if the 
prospect is not good they can turn under 
some of their poorest grass land, sow a 
bushel of Hungarian seed to the acre, and 
harvest all the way frem 1 to 24 tons of ex- 
cellent fodder per acre. Cut early it will be 
eaten with avizity, and is as good as herds- 
grass. The seed may be had of Kendall & 
Whitney, Portland, or B. Libby & Co., of 
this city. 


Massachusetts Horticultural Society. 


Special Prizes for Essays. 

This progressive and active Society, which 
is exerting so great an influence in our 
Mother Commonwealth in all that relates to 
gardening, horticulture and landscape adorn- 
ment—has announced four prizes of $25 
each for essays upon the following subjects, 
viz: The Culture and Varieties of Roses; 
Grape Culture in Gardens and on Buildings ; 
Culture of Vegetables of the Cabbage Fam- 
ily; The Principles of Landscape Garden- 
ing as applied to Small Suburban Places. 
Parties designing to compete for the above 
prizes must submit their MS. at the follow- 
ing dates: For the first June 5th; the second 
September 9th; the third October 6th, and 
the fourth October 27th. The essays must 
be forwarded to the Society in sealed envel- 
opes, uncigned, and accompanied with the 
name of the writer in a separate envelope. 
A general competition for the above prizes 
is invited, and parties forwarding MSs. or 
desiring additional information, may address 
the Corresponding Secretary, E. W. Bus- 
well, Esq., Horticultural Hall, Boston. 


— +: 


West Penobscot Agricultural Soeiety. 


The West Penobscot Agricultural Society 
has issued its programme and list of premi- 
unas for its 21st annual exhibition to be held 
at Exeter Sept. 28th, 29th and 30th. The 
rules and regulations seem very well con- 
sidered, and the premium list is so liberal 
and well arranged as to call out a good com- 
petition and leave no class of farm or do- 
mestic industry unrepresented at the fair. 
It is noticeable however, that prizes for tri- 
als of speed are very far in advance of those 
for any other class.. Copies of the above 




















Replies to Inquiries. 


The Honey Bee. 


Is the common black honey bee a native 
of this country? D. D. GouLp. 


The common black honey bee is generally 
believed to be of Asiatic origin, whence it 
has spread all over Europe, introduced into 
this country and has become an inhabitant 
of nearly all the warmer portions of the 
world. 

The Use of Plaster. 


Will you inform me how much plaster is 
required to the acre on grass land? 
Bovwdoinham. A SUBSCRIBER. 


There is nothing definite, 80 far as we are 
aware, in the use of plaster as a top-dress- 
ing on grass land. The books give no rule, 
and experience varies greatly, from one 
bushel to two and a half being applied per 
acre, sown broadcast just as the grass is 
starting. Now why cannot our correspond- 
ent make a little experiment this spring to 
determine this very question? Measure off 
three or four plats a few rods square, ap- 
plying to each different quantities at a cer- 
tain rate per acre, and note the result. If 
half a dozen farmers in different parts of 
the State should try the same experiment, 
30 much the better. 


Remedy for Scouring in Calves. 
My calves have troubled me by bloating 
as wellas scouring while fed on skimmed 
milk and meal. What is the best remedy? 


There are probably good local remedies 
for this trouble—one to which calves reared 
in the manner of Pip in Dickens’ Great Ex- 
pectations, ‘“‘by hand”—as well as the young 
of all animals, are much addicted; but we 
are not acquainted with them. Some give a 
mild dose of rennet, others allow the calves 
access to fresh turf, and still others recom- 
mend placing a lump of chalk of considera- 
ble size where they may lick it whenever 
they choose. We believe attention to the 
diet of the calf to be of more value in af- 
fecting a-.cure, than any special medicine 
that may be given, 


> o- - 
Letter from a Nova Scotia Farmer. 


Many of our readers will remember that 
some weeks since we mentioned the tact 
that a prominent Nova Scotia farmer, Mr. 
Isaac Douglas of Maitland, Hants Co., 
wished to purehase a Knox stallion in this 
State, for breeding purposes in that Provy- 
inee, Many of our readers were, through 
us, placed in correspondence with Mr. 
Douglas; and a few weeks since he visited 
this State, and purchased the desired ani-} 
mal. We have a private letter from Mr. D., 
written the 14th ult., in which he says he 
passed through this city, but unfortunately 
did not find our office open. We thank him 
for remembering us, and for his kind efforts 
in behalf of our journal in his Province, 
and regret we did not have the pleasure of 
meeting him. We make a brief extract 
from his letter which will interest many of 
our readers : 


“I succeeded in getting a very fine horse 
in Bowdoinham, from Mr. Sparks, and got 
him home by train ef and heis ver 
much thought of here. feel very muc 
obliged to you for the interest you took in 
letting parties know that I wanted sucha 
horse; and I received letters from quite a 
number of parties that had horses to dis- 
pose of, but think the one I have got will 
answer as well for our purpose as any which 
Isaw. I was around among a number of 
the horse breeders in Maine, and saw some 
very fine horses, and think the parties deserve 
a great deal of credit for the interest they 
take in improving your breeds of horses." 

ccaraititiliatinaittahiininnn: 


Editorial Notes. 


Read the articles of our correspondents 
attentively. They present a variety of views, 
and difference of opinion on practical and 
social topics; and the several subjects pre- 
sented will bear much thought and study. 
If you accept the views, approve; if not 
combat them—our columns are open for full 
and free discussion. 


One of the handiest little tools to have 
about the house or on the work bench, is 
the combination wrench, which comprises 
six useful tools including a screw wrench, 
pipe wrench, hammer, nail claw, screw 
driver and bit handle; all made in the most 
thorough manner, of the best material and 
well finished. It will prove an almost in- 
dispensable little thing to have about the 
house, and will be sent by mail to any ad- 
dress for $1.50. Mr. Fred Atwood Winter- 
port, is the agent for their sale in Maine. 

We understand that the turkeys of Mr. 
Charles Steward, advertised in the FARMER, 
won several prizes, including one of the So- 
ciety’s silver cups, at the last State Poultry 
Exhibition—and that his light Brahmas are 
from the superior stock of Mr. J. K. Felch. 


The success which Mr. Thompson’s book 
on Maine Bred Horses, has already won, is 
very satisfactory, and we are pleased to 
know that it has received recognition and 
praise. from competent judges in other 
States. Dr. Ellwood Harvey of Chester, 
Pa., an author of considerable note says of 
it: “It willdo great good; more attention 
will be paid to pedigrees, and a guide af- 
forded to a judicious choice in breeding.” 
Mr. J. H. Wallace also speaks of the work 
in terms of high commendation, and says 
the author has been fair, manly and judi- 
cious in the use of his material. 

In our issue of 10th April, we spoke of 
the Sweet Greening as having been brought 
into Plymouth by Capt. D. S. Butman. 
This was an error, as all our readers in that 
section of the State would know Col. Sam- 
uel Butman was the party intended. It 
was fifty instead of thirty years ago that 
this apple was introduced, and it is one ev- 
ery way worthy of dissemination. 

It is a good sight to see the handsome 
sides of beef brought into our market, 
grown (at a good profit we have no doubt) 
by our own farmers—the most recent exhi- 
bition of which is that from a pair of six 
year old oxen, which dressed 2889 Ibs., 
brought into Dow & Storer’s market on 
Monday last, by Mr. B. Sawtelle of Sidney. 
The oxen were raised by J. & C. Faught of 


“| that town, and were fattened on grass and 


hay alone, never having had any meal. If 
choice beef can be made in this way in 
Maine, we see no reason to complain that 
cattle husbandry does not pay. 

‘The circular of Mr. Geo. D. Stockwell of 
East Eddington, has been received at this 
office. Mr. Stockwell is one of the leading 
breeders in Penobscot county, giving his 
attention to Short Horn cattle, Cotswold 
sheep, Chester swine, and the leading breeds 
of standard fowls. * Appended to his circu- 
lar is an announcement which we are glad 
to note, and which reads: “My yards are 
open to visitors at all times, except Sun- 
days.” Mr. Stockwell is a 





comparatively 
ears ng man, and we are glad to observe his 
success in business. ] 





Communications. 


For the Maine Farmer. 
The Farmer’s Ailment. 


Third Article. 

Jn what has preceded, I have not attempt- 
ed to treat the subject exhaustively ; econo- 
my of space forbids this. And in what fol- 
lows, I shall only make a few suggestions 
as to what should be done in the case before 


us. 

It is quite likely that there are many per- 
sons living on a farm, who will be slow to 
realize any particular difficulty attending 
the farming interest. Having in previons 
years acquired wealth, and being situated in 
advantageous localities, they feel little of 
the pressure of difficulty attending the main 
portion of the farming community. But as 
a general thing, farmers are poor. Many 
of them in debt, striving hard to acquire, by 
means of their business, a competency ; 
while with many others, it is a question of 
daily food whether their business is prosper- 
ous or not. This explains the fact that a 
keen interest is being felt in the subject of 
farmers’ rights, and that measures are being 
instituted to secure them. In treating of 
these, | can hardly aveid, if 1 would, a no- 
tice of the Patrons of Husbandry, Origin- 
ating in the Western States, where the farm- 
ers are much more needy, and much more 
pressed, than we are here, it has extended 
itself like an epidemic, and is rapidly being 
adopted in this State. Considering the im- 
petus this matter has gained, one would 
think it required a bold man to offer any ob- 
jections to its progress. And, though per- 
haps 1 am not a bold man,1 yet feel sufli- 
cient interest in having this subject properly 
viewed, to make a few strictures in regard 
to it. 

Perhaps I may as well say in the onset, 
that I am not in favor of secret societies. 1 
shall be called a fool for this, in some quar- 
ters, but thatis a matter of small conse- 
quence. In order to be understood, I deem 
it proper to say, that 1 do not object to se- 
cret societies from the superstitious notion, 
that all secrecy is necessarily sinful. I sim- 
ply believe that secret societies are ill-adapt- 
ed to the promotion of any good object; at 
least, any good object with which I have be- 
come acquainted. There are some secret 
societies of whose object I know nothing, as 
the Free Masons, Odd Fellows &c. Of these 
I have nothing to say. But the Patrons of 
Husbandry seem to present their system as 
a specific cure for the ills that agricultural 
flesh is heir to, by effecting an overturn and 
reconstruction of the methods of doing 
business, whereby the farming community 
shall do their own buying and selling, with- 
out the intervention of middle-men. K also 
seems that they intend to repeal laws ob- 
noxious, and pass laws favorable to the 
farming interest—this last, notwithstanding 
the provision in their structure against the 
discussions of politics. 

Contemplating their objects as far as thus 
presented, the questions arise: First, is the 
object good? Secondly, is it practicable? 
As to the present arrangement of business, 
whereby every man attends to his own par- 
ticular branch, giving to it all his attention 
and resources, availing himself of the pro- 
ducts of other branches as his convenience 
or necessity requires, itis an arrangement 
that has come into use because it has been 
feund to be the most convenient and profit- 
able. In fact, it is the natural result of the 
present structure of society. Any influ- 
ence, therefore, that intends the disruption 
of this arrangement, is presumably injuri- 
ous. But is it not confessed that the inter- 
est of the farmer has come to be ignored in 
the working of the present system? Yes; 
but it is better to preserve a good system, 
and direct our efforts to reform any abuse 
that may have crept in, than to overturn 
that system and substitute for it an unnatur- 
al and artificial one. And in regard to 
laws, though laws may sometimes need re- 
forming, it is better to effect this by fair and 
candid discussion before the whole com- 
munity than to plot for it in secret conclave. 
The former method will be likely to result 
in the formation of laws in which the inter- 
ests of all classes will be recognized and 
provided for, while the latter is necessarily 
narrow, selfish, clannish; and will be likely 
to produce laws that will work unequally 
and unfairly, and thus produce centention 
and animosity between the different inter- 
ests of society. 

With all my high appreciation of the vir- 
tues of the farming community, and my 
conviction that the present arrangements of 
business are made to work unfairly against 
the farmer, [ would never favor any scheme 
that would place the farming interest in con- 
trol of the business of the country; believ- 
ing that this would be productive of as much 
injustice against other classes,as is now 
practiced against the farmer. - I would nev- 
er support any scheme of aggrandizement 
for any class or interest that would not also 
provide for the advantage of every other. 
But the gentlemen who have gone into the 
grange movement, do not intend anything 
more than to restore the farming interest to 
its true and rightful amount of privilege, 
and would scorn to take any advantage of 
their power against the rest of the commun- 
ity. Very likely; and yet the structure of 
their society, and the natural working of 
their system, is calculated to produce this 
result, and willin the end produce it if it 
lives long enough. In regard to practica- 
bility; 1ét me ask: Can the grangers do 
without middle-men? Is not their agent or 
officer to whom they entrust their sales and 
purchasers, essentially a middle-man? Can 
they be perfectly safe with him? Perhaps 
they can for a time. **A new broom sweeps 
clean.” But we shall be perfectly safe in 
trusting our business to others at about the 
date of the millennium. And then, as to 
the enactment of laws. This is a game that 
more than one can play at, and farmers 
need be careful how they provoke retalia- 
tion in this line. But there has incidently 
leaked out another object of the grange 
movement, viz., ‘“I'o elevate the farming 
community.” This is indeed a good object, 
but happily not new. Quite a number of 
persons have been at work at this for some- 
time. All our educational operations, in- 
deed our religous also, our agricultural so- 
cieties, newspapers, particularly the agri- 
cultural, farmers’ clubs &c. ;—all these have 
been at work for some time. with quite flat- 
tering success, too. What additional and 
hitherto unknown agency there may exist 
in the ge for the elevation of character, 
“by what poten or what magic charm” 
the object is effected there, the uninitiated 
may not know. And itis truly deplorable 
to.contemplate the sad condition of those 
large numbers, who by reason of prejudice 
or poverty, are debarred from its benefits. 
I will close my remarks on this matter, by 
calling attention to the policy of a great 
Prophet, who appeared on this earth about 
two thousand years ago. Though humble 
in guise and position, He bas exerted a vast 
influence in this world’s affairs. This is 
mainly owing to the singular wisdom of His 
policy. He did not hide his grace in a cabi- 
net, but prepared it ‘before the face of all 
people,” and sent forth the broad announce- 
ment, that *‘whosoever will” may avail him- 
self of its benefits. ALBERT PEASE. 

Grass Dale, Salem. 

>. ee 
For the Maine Farmer. 
Northern Spy Apple. 


Among varieties which have been on trial 
the past fifteen years, this apple seems to 
be gaining favor. A — crop the past 
season has put so many in the market, that 
the public. have had an opportunity to test 
its good qualities. Its real merits are hardi- 
ness and symmetry of tree, good size, color, 
flavor; and keeping quality of fruit, with an 
average rank in productiveness after com- 
ing into bearing. Its failings are tardiness 
in fruiting (some even claim that certain 
fast varieties will pay the cost of tree and 
attention before this will come into ee 
and an inclination when near the 


none so 
a 


| told me that he manured the tree heavily 
| from the barn-yard, and that it bore a good | 
| quantity of rather small apples that season. | 
|The next was a smaller crop of larger ap-| 
ples, and the last crop gave him five barrels | 
|of large, highly colored apples, as proved | 


| by specimens shown. My advice to those | Jersey Cattle Club, may well be excused | im 


For the Maine Farmer. 


Some Facts about the Jersey Cattle Club. 
Mr. N. R. Pike of Winthrop, who has 


not succeeded in having his animals regis-| 





For the Maine Farmer. 
Mt. Vernon Farmers’ Club. 


Closing Meeting for the Season. 
Our members are very much scattered, 


tered in the Herd Book of the American | and owing to the severe weather and almost 


ble roads, our meetings have been 


| which incline to grow this fruit is, engraft | for feeling sore, and for writing bitterly on | somewhat irregular, and the attendance not 


years old); mulch, dress or cultivate, so as | 
to keep the tree growing strong. It will | 
bear high culture, and when it comes into | 
bearing, let the fruit remain on the tree un- | 
til in danger of freezing,—it needs a long 
season for perfecting its size and color. 


8S. N. T. 
ED oo 
For the Maine Farmer. 
Shall we go to the Aroostook? 


I have been much interested in reading 
the letters from Aroostook county, publish- 
ed in the FARMER from time to time; and I 
have also had the pleasure of conversing 
with a number of intelligent gentlemen. 
who have been through the county, and 
who, without exception, fully confirm the 
somewhat glowing account of this ‘Garden 
of the East,” given by those who have vis- 
ited it. They all speak of the wonderful 
fertility of the soil, its freedom from rocks, 
its unusual depth, its natural drainage, the 
ease with which it is plowed and cultivated, 
the beauty of thie landscape, the magnifi- 
cence of the forests, the excellence of the 
roads and the certainty of railroad commun- 
ication at no distant day. Certainly, if the 
half that is told of this county be true, it 
may be well called the *‘Eden of America.” 
But I suspect that a good deal of this is 
written and said somewhat coleur de rose; 
for I notice that many writers, notwith- 
standing all these advantages, are careful 
to advise none to emigrate Aroostook-ward 
who are well settled aud have comfortable 
homes here. “It is just the county for 
young men of energy and enterprise, who 
have little or no money capital to begin 
with,” said a gentleman to me the other day 
in conversation; ‘*but I wouldn't advise the 
man who is well situated here, to go there.” 

But why not? If the poor man can do 
well there, why not the man who is com- 
fortably well off? Suppose a young man 
has a clear capital including farm, stock and 
tools of $4000, or $5000. That is, his prop- 
erty would sell for that sum in Western 
Maine. Suppose that he should ‘sell out” 
and buy in Aroostook county for the money 
a farm with stock and tools, from which he 
could make twice as much money each year 
as from the one which he owned before, 
why would not the change be an advantage- 
ous one? I suppose these gentlemen will 





say that their advice was not intended for 
young men of capital and enterprise—but | 
for older men who would find it hard to | 
break the ties of home, and old associations. | 
For such the advice is, of course, good ; and | 
it is well to encourage home attachments in 

the young as well as the old. Still, if a 

young man, who finds it up hill business | 
renovating an old farm, (requiring a great | 
deal of outlay, with slow returns) can man- | 
ifestly do better—oan make for himself and 

family a better home, with the prospect of 

a competency in a few years, it seems to me 

that he had better emigrate. It must be re-| 
membered that, to the young and especially | 
to small children, such a change brings lit- 
tle discomfort, or regret. While the new 
farm will soon be home to them, in every 
sense of the word. 

I am not in favor of change for the sake 
of change. But I sometimes think, that we 
might do better on one of the new farms, 
than in trying to renovate an old one here. 
We should have, to begin with, a soil of un- 
surpassed fertility. The whole region is, I 
believe, natural grass land—and equally 
good for grain. Itis a virgin soil and has 
never been sapped. It requires no expen- 
sive manures to render it productive. It is 
like all new lands, free from noxious weeds 
—and with clean and careful cultivation 
might easily be kept so—comparatively. In 
addition to all this, the county is heavily 
wooded and timbered. True it is, that there 
are advantages to be thought of here; in- 
cluding good buildings, good roads, good 
markets, eusy transportation, excellent 
schools, churches and social privileges. 
But all of these advantages are, or soon 
will be enjoyed by the inhabitants of Aroos- 
took county. It is as these writers say, on- 
ly a question of time. And this, I think, is 
why the young man will do well to go there. 
He can purchase a farm now at some point 
where the railroad must naturally strike, 
for less than one-half the money that the 
same farm will be worth a few years hence. 
If he has surplus capital, he can invest it in 
wood and timber land. These must event- 
ually become valuable, even in that section. 
The wood and timber of the county are be- 
ing rapidly cut off and consumed. Fifty, | 
perhaps thirty years hence, at the present 
rate of consumption, they will be as scarce, 
and will command as high a price here, as 
in Massachusetts, where good pine lumber is 
worth $60 per thousand. Still we cannot 
all go to the Aroostook county. Some of 
us are so situated that we can’t go if we! 
could—and a good many don’t want to. | 
But when I see a stout, healthy, young man | 
with a few hundred dollars, that he has laid | 
by from his earnings, settling down upon a) 
small, worn-out farm here in the older por- | 
tions of the State, that cannot by any possi- 
bility support himself and family—ekin 
out a living by working out by the day— 
wonder why that young man doesn’t go and 
take up some of that magnificent rolling 
woodland onthe Aroostook river! His cap- 
ital of five hundred dollars, or so, would 

ive him a fine start; and with prudence, 
industry and economy, he would soon be on 
the road to independence. Were I now 
looking for a farm in Maine, with or without 
capital, I would go and see the country and | 
then I could tell whether I liked well 
enough to stay and make it a home, and my 
business farming. 

One thing is evident, if we stay here in 
Western Maine, we must improve our farms. 
Wheat, oats and barley won't “lodge” here 
without manure, that’s certain. It requires 
a good deal of dressing and pretty thorough 
cultivation on some farms, to make them 
grow at all. G. B. D. 


_—— + 
. For the Maine Farmer. 
Keep the Cattle from Grass Lands. 
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Experience satisfies me that it is bad econ- 
omy to turn our cattle into the pasture in 
the spring, before the grass has grown suf- 
ficiently to afford feed, which in this 
section of the State is the last of May. Cat- 
tle are uneasy in confinement and want to 
roam as soon as the snow is off and the 
ground is bare in spring, and, although 
they obtain no nourishing food, relish 
browsing in the woods after having been 
kept on dry food during our long winters. 
They can be left to roam in the wood lot, or 
where the year’s supply of wood has been 
cut off the past winter, till the ground be- 
comes dry and the feed good in the pasture; 
—but if turned into the pasture before the 
grass has well started and the ground be- 
come dry and hard, they tread up the sod 
and loosen the grass roots, which causes 
more future injury to the pasture, than the 
cattle receive benefit, and in many cases 
cause the feed to remain short during the 
season, thereby lessening the quantity of 
butter and cheese made ng the summer. 
As there is but little nourishment in grass 
when it first starts up, milch cows and 
working cattle should still, for afew weeks, 
receive feed at the barn, and as they reject 
dry hay after going to the pasture, where 

themselves with old, dead grass, 
they should have a feed of shorts, meal or 
vegetables, at night and morning, to keep 
up a flow of milk with the cows, and the 
stre’ of the working cattle. I well re- 
member about 1816 or ’17, when the hay and 
other crops were so short, that many farm- 
ers were out of hay in March, and the snow 
was deep in the woods, and many were 
fearful their cattle would perish for want of 
food. My father had twenty head of cattle 
and a hundred sheep. ‘To keep them alive, 
he went into the wood-lot and cut down ma- 
ple, bireh and hemlock trees, and every 

for several weeks drove the cattle 








|favor of a paying crop of wheat, but the 


the Spy into a branching tree (ten or more | the subject, for I presume his cattle are all | as good as usual, but we have kept up our 
pure blood, and that if he had joined in the | 
movement for founding a reliable herd | working order. 


ofganization and kept ourselves in good 
Our officers are as follows: 


book, which he had ample . appervanity te! President, Dura Weston; Vice President, 


do, they would have been 
our foundation stock. 

We kept our lists open for some years, 
gradually tightening the rules from des to 
time, and used every means in our power to 
have it understood, that during that time we 
would perform any amount of labor requir- 
ed to investigate all pedigrees sent to us; 
that we would receive for entry, all animals 
that we believed, on evidence, to be of pure 
Jersey stock; and that after that time, we 
would receive nothing except what was 
proved by specific evidence to come from 
Jersey, or what was descended from ani- 
mals already recorded in our lists. 

While I fully sympathize with Mr. Pike 
in his sufferings, I think he should stop short 
of unfair innuendoes and exaggerated state- 
ments in relieving himself. Precisely what 
statistics he refers to when he says that they 
show ‘‘that not less than three thousand 
head of this breed, are imported annually 
into this country,” I do not know. It is 
possible that there has been a year within 
the last seven, when the importations have 
amounted to one hundred head, though I 
am quite sure that during the last three 
years, the average has not reached half that 
number. ‘There are exported from the Isl- 
and of Jersey annually about two thousand 
head,—in the year 1872, the last of which I 
have an official account, the number was 
1896, the total number of horned cattle in 
the island ge baw gee. and the population 
about 56,000, about one-half of whom were 
farmers. 

We do not question the respectability of 
most of the gentlemen named as early im- 
porters, and whenever pedigrees tracing to 
them were offered during our foundation, 
we accepted them if we considered them re- 
liable and sufficient, though we have reject- 
ed many which would not stand the test of 
accuracy that we established. 

I have no time to spare to reply to the 
charges of “ring,” ‘‘aristocracy” ete., but 
the Club must find some consolation in the 
fact that Mr. Pike did not consider its char- 
acter so low, nor its charges for entry so 
high, that he would have kept his own pedi- 
grees out of its Register, could he have got 
them in. Itis enough to say,that there is 
hardly one among the older members of the 
Club, who has not had pedigrees rejected be- 
cause they were not sufficiently accurate; 
and that Mr. Motley has withheld pedigrees 
of his own animals, about whose purity he 
had no question, for the reason that his rec- 
ords, though much more complete than any 
that have been sent us from Winthrop, were 
not so complete as he thought they should 
be. GEo. E. WARING, JR., 

Secretary American Jersey Cattle Club. 

Newport, R. I. 
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For the Maine Farmer. 
Wheat Growing in Maine. . 


Now brother farmers, for another cam- 
paign. The fields are getting bare, the sun 
runs high, the wood piles are manufactured, 
or ought to be, and put nicely under cover, 
the teams are rested, the decks cleared for 
action, and upon the labors of the next few 
weeks, depend in a great measure, the hap- 
piness and comfort of our families for an- 
other year. 

Shall we sow wheat? The answer de- 
pends altogether upon circumstances. Do 
not sow wheat simply to be patriotic or loy- 
al to Maine, or because some city corres- 
pondent tells you to. Too many read of 
some great yield on somebody’s farm, and, 
regardless of circumstances, forthwith re- 
solve to sow a field of wheat. They will do 
so without preparation, and probably fail. 
Somebody perhaps, will turn over a run-out 
field of whiteweed, sow with wheat, and 
not get their seed, and then find out what 
they ought to have known before, that those 
who advised them to do it, had very little 
knowledge of what they were talking about. 

Upon the old farms of Maine, it is ex- 
tremely difficult to grow a paying crop of | 
wheat, and ordinarily it can be done ouly 
by good and faithful preparation of the soil 
and seed. The seed should be thoroughly 
washed in brine, rolled dry with asiies or 
lime (I always use ashes), and should 
stand at least 24 hours afterwards, before 
sowing, and it will do itno harm to stand 
two or three days. On good ground, if the 
seed is plump, do not sow less than two 
bushels to the acre. I shall sow more than 
that this season, and note the result. 

A few words upon the preparation of the 
ground. A certain number of plowings or 
harrowings does not necessarily show the 
amount of work done, or the condition of 
the soil, fot one man on mellow ground, 
free from stones, with a good plow and 
pair of horses, will do more in one plowing 
than another on hard soil with a dull plow | 
and oxen would do in two or three. ‘The | 
ground should be well cultivated the previ- 
ous year. plowed after the crop is taken off 
in the fall, left for the action of the frost 
through the winter and spring, after it is dry 
enough to work well and not before, it 
should be plowed and harrowed till thor- 
oughly pulverized and made jine and mel- 
low. There is no need of hurrying in the 
Lost Nation variety, as that qoually does 
full as well sown the first of June as before. 
If the above conditions are faithfully com- 
plied with, the probabilities are largely in 


man who undertakes to grow wheat accord- 
ing to the ideas of your Brooklyn corres- 
pondent, will fail nine times in ten. What 
is worth doing, is worth doing well. Please 
do not think | am throwing cold water upon 
the wheat growing interest, for I am doing 
no such thing. I only desire to provoke 
farmers to greater care in all the operations 
connected therewith, especially in the prep- 
aration of the ground and seed. 
Clear View. D. H. Tare. 
ea 
For the Maine Farmer. 


On Potatoes. 


Being a reader of the MAINE FarMeER, I 
sometimes see contributions on the farmers’ 
paze from correspondents on potato raising. 
Having some knowledge of the business 
from observation and experience, I would 
like to offer a few remarks on the subject. 

It is a mistake to experiment with all va- 
rieties alike, and expect the like results. For 
instance, take the old Early Blue and the 
Black Calico, cut a large set from the seed 
end of each, plant them, giving each good 
and equal chances to grow, and the results 
will be: the Early Blue set will send up but 
one stalk, and the potato, when grown, 
will be surprisingly large; the Calico set 
will send from every eye a stalk, the product 
of which when wn, will be a multitude 
of small ones. Here is like treatment with 
opposite results. n, take large sets 
having but one eye; m the middle parts 
of these kind plant, giving them good and 
equal chances, the potatoes grown will be 
above average size. Whole potatoes should 
never be planted, unless small ones are de- 
sired. The farmer who is determined to 
succeed will chose only the kernels from the 
cetitral part of the ears of corn, Wheat and 
barley, the largest and best developed ker- 
nels.of oats, buckwheat and other grains for 
seed, yejecting all inferior qualities. Pota- 
a those 1 be treated by the same rule, ex- 
oépt those kinds which, like the Early Blue, 
though each set may have a number of eyes, 
yet perhaps grow but one stalk, as the 
strongest eye will engross all the vegetative 
principle of the set. Those kinds of pota- 
toes whose every eye will grow should have 
the end cut off and rejected, the remainder 
cut in sets having but one or two eyes each. 

It farmers will practice on the above hints. 
with their favorite potatoes, they will fin 
how to raise oremall potatoes almost 
at will. a ‘80; but a decided and im- 


ved among | 


H. S. Bean; Business Committee, Edwin 
Stevens, Augustus Thomas, M. F. Thing; 
Treasurer and Librarian, Aug. Rundlett; 
Secretary, D. H. Thing. 

The club met on Monday evening 12th 
ult., for a general consideration and discus- 
sion of farming interests and prospects. 
The general verdict was that all kinds of 
farm stock had come through the winter un- 
usually well; fodder plenty, some old fay 
to be summered over; grass had not suffer- 
ed from wiuter-killing’, and that on the whole 
the outlook was fairly encouraging, and we 
may expect Mt. Vernon farmers to give a 
good report of their stewardship, at the 
close of the coming season. ‘The clubthen 
adjourned to Thursday evening, 15th, for 
the closing meeting of the season, at which 
time the house was well filled with an 
attentive audience, who listened to the 
reading of a carefully prepared and sug- 
gestive paper, presented by Aug. ‘Thomas. 
The address was a review of the present 
circumstances and standing of farmers as a 
class, their needs, wants and prospects, the 
necessity of organizations for mutual de- 
fence and protection against middle-men, 
transporters and speculators, and closed 
with an earnest appeal for more brain and 
less muscle in agriculture. The address 
was followed by an interesting and some- 
times warm discussion, upon the questions 
of labor, protective unions, granges, strikes 
&c. Dura Weston, the President, remarked 
that if a man in Mt. Vernon got his living 
by farming. took good care of his family, 
and puid his taxes, his brains would not sul- 
fer for want of exercise. Another gentle- 
man remarked, that farming amounted to 
just about this in Maine, **Root hog or die,” 
and as a general rule, the farmer with the 
biggest manure heap, would get the biggest 
crop. 

The discussion was participated in by Al- 
fred Weston, D. H. Thing, H. 8. Bean, Du- 
ra Weston, Albert Storer, Aug. ‘Thomas, 
Edwin Stevens, M. F. Thing, Joseph Cur- 
rier and others, and was kept up till a late 
hour, The general opinion was, that while 
it is safe to increase brain work, it is unsafe 
as times are now, to let up on the muscle. 

The club adjourned to meet the Saturday 
before the Kennebec Show and Fair next 
autumn. Now for another campaign in the 
(corn) field. Who can tell what a summer 
will bring forth? 1|.ct us truet in Providence 
and do our best. SECRETARY. 

ee 
For the Maine Farmer. 


How Wet Land may be Reclaimed. 


In a late FARMER it was asked *‘How shall 
low, wet land be reclaimed?” I should dig 
a trench around the piece, through the muck 
and about two inehes into the hard earth. 
The water will soon run off the land into 
the trench. If acircular ditch is not enough, 
it would be well to dig one or two drains 
across the piece. I raised a crop last year 
on land where there was water in the trench 
all the year. If the land is loose and fit to 
be worked, it should be plowed and seeded 
this spring; but if it is hard and not fit to be 
worked it must be rotted before seeding. I 
consider clover the best seed for such land, 
although I| often sow a mixture of grasses, 
and sometimes wheat or oats. 

Hampden. WINSLOW AREY. 

ineemiattamppiptiiidiida 
For the Maine Farmer. 


Agricultural Intelligence. 


And Now Some Fine Lambs. 

E. Briggs, of Parkman, hasasheep which 
dropped two lambs, which weighed at four 
weeks old fifty-eight lbs. Who beats these, 
with twins? E. 8. Warren, of Abbott, has a 
sheep which had triplets; they are now 
three weeks and three days old and weigh 
forty-four pounds. The three lambs are 
smart and active and run with the sheep. 
Is not that a profitable sheep? J. H. War- 
ren, of Parkman, has alamb dropped in 
February which weighs to-day, April 20th, 
forty-seven and one-half pounds, and has 
also others which will tip the scales at over 
forty pounds. The farmers of Parkman are 
fast improving their neat stock and we have 
some as nice flocks of sheep as can be 
found in this state. J. H. W. 

Parkman, 


Oakland Park. 

The annual meeting of the Oakland Park 
Association will be held at City Hall, Tues- 
day evening, May 4th, at half-past seven, 
for the election of officers, and to transact 
any other business that may legally come 
before the meeting. J. M. CARPENTER, 

Gardiner. Secretary. 

A Correction. 

In my article of April 17, “Some Facts 
about Jersey Stock,” your types make me 
say “speculating imposters,” instead of 
speculating importers, (2d line, 4th para- 
graph.) ‘This is stronger language than I 
intended to use, yet is a mistake easily made, 
and I hope you will please correct it. 

Winthrop. N. RK. PrKe. 


Query for Poultry Keepers. 

Will not some reader of the MAINE Farm- 
ER tell me what ails my hens. ‘They appear 
to be dumpish, their bodies swell and turn 
purple and they live only a few days after 
they are taken sick. Ihave lost four nice 
hens inthis way. I have taken good care of 
them all winter and give them different kind, 
of food and plenty of water. 

Foxcroft. A SUBSCRIBER. 


Farm News, Notes and Quriecs. 


M. J. Wiggin, of Vassalboro’, has a three 
year old steer girthing 7 1t2in., of a uni- 
form dark red color, well proportioned. 
which he would like to sell, exchange or 
mate. 

Can you or any of your correspondents 
inform me of any remedy for cows milking 
hard? SUBSCRIBER. 

I have taken the MAINE FARMER some 
twenty years, and cannot get along without 
it. The winter has been a hard one and wa- 
ter has been scarce. Hay plenty, from $8 
to $12 perton. Cheer up farmers! Warm 
weather is.coming right along! 

Weld. MaJOR PHILLIPS. 

John Bunker of Ellsworth, in his letter of 
Feb. 25th, says: *‘I am satisfied the Meadow 
King Mower is the best in use. I have used 
it with two 800 pound horses, with ease, up 
hilland down, and recommend it to any 
one in want of a first class machine.” 





At the request ef several correspondents, 
we publish the following law “‘for the en- 
couragement of the growth of Forest Trees,” 
passed by the Legislature, and approved 
Feb. 29, 1872 :— 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives in Legislature assembled, as 
follows: That any landholder in this state 
who shall plant or set apart any cleared 
land or lands from which the primitive for- 
est shall have been removed for the growth 
and production of forest trees within ten 
years after the passage of this act, and shall 
successfully oe and cultivate the sume for 
three fee trees being not less in num- 
bers two thousand on each acre and 
well distributed over the same, then on ap- 

lication of the owner or occupant of such 
ds to the assessors of the town in which 
the same is situated and is so successfully 
cultivated or set apart to forest trees, and at 
the same timie of such application shall file 
with said assessors a correct plat of such 
lands with discription of their location, and 
forth all the facts in relation to the 





portant vement will be obtained b 
planting from the largest, soundest 4 
Athol, N. 8. A. BD. B. 


Woman’s Department. 


For tho Woman's Department. 
Small Savings. 


Some housekeepers reject small savings 
as too insignificant to be useful. One re- 
jection might perhaps, sometimes do, but 
where it is repeated half the year, the waste 
is worth calculating. For instance where 
pies are made of rhubarb, green currants, 
gooseberries or sour apples, the acid can be 
extracted by allowing them to stand in boil- 
ing water. ‘This set away in a jug or other 
stone vessel will make good vinegar, and 
weekly replenished will supply a small fam- 
ily, beside the saving in sweetening. ‘Then 
again many burn ther useless rags because 
they bring only bring two cents per pound. 


ago, when the price of stationary was as 
cheap as now, butin the course of a year, 
in a family, this item aloue will amount to 
three or four dollars, aud requires no more 
time or strength than opening a stove and 
allowing them to consume. Some people 
enjoy, or otherwise, the reputation of vanity 
aud extravagance, because they dress 80 
well, when in fact less is expended in this 
direction than by the accuser. ‘They have 
the disposition to save and the tact aud taste 
to make the best of everything, and the re- 
sult is they always look stylish and well 
dressed. ‘hen care, by brushing, hanging 
or folding, keeps them fresh looking and 
tidy. 1 could not help noticing recently 
another lite saving. A lady was basting 
strips upon a dress material that would have 
required a spool of cotton. lustead of get- 
ting the whole ready and then stitching, she 
basted one strip at a time, using the thread 
with which the first was basted, thereby 
saving a little. Soap may be piecened out 
vy having a leach tub, where lye can be 
drawn off as needed. It answers better for 
voiling than soap. ‘Then again how much 
time and how muauy steps about housework 
cuvuld be saved by aliule calculation and 
furethought. 1 once watched a model house- 
keeper clear the dishes from the table. She 
lirst removed the knives and forks, washed, 
wiped dry and put in the kuife box. Doing 
it thus quickly saved scouring. When she 
came in with them she tuk the cups, 
saucers and plates, washed them, and if at 
the evening meal, turned one corner of the 
cloth aside let them set till all were clean, 
then spread the table for breakfast—and 80 
on throughout the whole routine of her 
housework. She found time for faucy work, 
reading, visiting and writing. People called 
her very smart and energetic. ‘The latter 
she was not; but method and planning had 
become a tixed habit to her, and ber work 
was performed with less fatigue and labor 
than in most households. In her house was 
a box with two apartments, one for tacks 
one for nails, and over both lay the bam- 
mer; near by was the glue cup; next the 
salve box with cotton and strings or court- 
plaster. ‘hen there stood the shirt-button 
box, pant-button box, coat-button box, 
alongside the hook and eyes—all neatly la- 
beled and saving the time of hunting over a 
quart of buttons to find one. Every spring 
ail the undershirts, drawers and skirts were 
mended before being packed away, and in 
the fall the same was done by the summer 
clothing. How much can be done by such 
planning and saving! 
a 2 
For the Woman's Department. 
A Word for Young Teachers, 


I have often thought of writing for this 
Department,-but have always neglected it, 
until this afternoon 1 noticed in a recent 
number of the FARMER, an article from the 
pen of Eliza H. Morton entitled, *“'he Teach- 
ers we Need.” I cannot resist the temptation 
to say a word in behalf of young teachers. 
She seems to think none but “old and expe- 
rienced” teachers should ever be employed. 
Now let me ask if we follow out that rule, 
where in twenty years from now are our 
teachers coming from? They will be old 
enough then, and their experience will be 
too oid-fashioned I fear. 1 agree with her 
perfectly in wanting good teachers, but do 
net think that will coufine us wholly to old 
ones. It is generally the case that a young 
teacher in her first school, will work harder 
for her pupils than she ever will again. Per- 
haps she may have a motive in so doing to 
get a name and have the reputation of being 
a first-rate teacher; but what of that? If 
her pupils get the benefit of it I think it is 
just as well. But to view itin another light. 
itis often a deed of charity to hire some 
poor, young girl who is striving to earn her 
living, and also to rise in the world by get- 
ting an education herself. How many such 
ones there are who perhaps are not strong 
enough for the more laborious eallings, 
which not only require strength, but give no 
time for the improvement of the mind, which 
is quite an object for one who is preparing 
herselt for future usefulness as a teacher. 
And still another plea for young teachers is 
this: If the school is composed mostly of 
small scholars they will be much more like- 
ly to love a young, pretty teacher, and if 
they love her they will learn very much fast- 
er than if they dislike hear. I'ry to get 
good teachers by all means, but don’t dis- 
courage those who are just beginning. They 
will find trials enough at best. Help them 
all you can, and in return they will de the 
best they ean for you. ALICE. 

Troy. 

—- ——-- 
For the Woman's Department. 
Household Hints. 


To Make Alum Baskets. 

Prepare a foundation of wire and cover it 
with strips of old linen, and then dip 
the work into hot alum water tilla thick 
coating of that substance is formed, “The 
wires may be twisted into any shape that 
may please the fancy, and a good effect may 
be obtained by leaving little tags of the linen 
strips hanging in various directions. When 
encrusted with the alum they will have the 
appearance of icicles. ‘The tirst dipping of 
the basket should be somewhat prolonged, 
but after that it may occasionaily be im- 
mersed and dried until enough of the alum 
adheres to be satisfactory. iu this way not 
only very pretty buskets can be obtained, 
but vases, card baskets, cornucopias and 
and other attractive ornaments may be pre- 
pared. 

Rice Baskets. 

The foundations are of pasteboard sewed 
together in any shape desired, and covered 
with hot sealing wax. While the wax is 
still soft. grains of rice may be distributed 
over it. and the contrast of colors thus ob- 
tained is quite pleasing. 

Horn Baskets 

are amony the handsomest md@le. A nice, 
white horn should be selected and scraped 
with glass, until a quantity of fine shavings 
have been obtained. ‘Then make the foun 

tion of the basketin pasteboard, and sew 
the shavings thereon in small clumps. The 
first or outer shavings are generally some- 
what dark, but the remainder presents a 
beautiful white appearance, much enhanced 
by the clustering arrangements given them. 
Baskets of this kind may be made either to 
sit flat or with standards; and when @ well 
shaped one is once covered both inside and 
out with the fleecy shavings, it is quite an 
elegant ornament. Estuer A. 

To Cleanse Clouds. 

White clouds can be easily washed by 
carefully basting them on to flannel or cot- 
ton cloth, then squeezed thoroughly. Rinse 
in lukewarm water, shake carefully and hang 
up to dry. They can be cleansed by rub- 
bing them smartly in flour aad afterwards 
shaken er hung in a brisk wind. 

g Baked Sweet Apples. 

I cannot understand why we do not eat 
more baked apples with our food, es; 

those whose weak vofstapte tends to 
patee. ‘They are le, laxative, regu- 
ating the system healthily, and of course 
the mind correspondingly. Served 
with cream and sugar they become ws a 
dainty article of foo. M. E. J. 


Rulo im Setting Milk. 
Que tablespoonful of strong, pure 
is then O Aion ote 
Domestic. 





et. 


* 


rhat is very little to be sure, less than years . 
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TERMS OF THE MAINE FARMER. 
$200 IN ADVANCE, OR $2.50 IF NOT PAID WITHIN 
THREE MONTHS OF DATE OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
Postage Free to ali Subsoribers. 


a@- All payments made by subscribers will be 
credited en the yellow slips attached to their papers. 
The printed date in connection with the subscriber's 
name will show the time to which he has paid, and 
will constitute, in all cases, a valid receipt for mon- 
eys remitted by him. 

aa A subscriber desiring to change his post office 
direction or to discontinue his paper, must commun- 
leate to us the name of the office to which it has pre- 
viously been sent, othérwise we shall be unable to 
comply with his request. 














Collectors’ Notices. 
Mr. C. 8. AYER is now calling upon our subscrib- 
ers in Cumberland Ceunty. 
Mr. J. P. CLARK will call upon our Subscribers in 
Waldo County, guring Maroh and April. 








Our Schools. 


It has often been said and always with 
truth, that the safety of the Republic de- 
pends upon the education of the masses. 
The numerous abortive efforts to establish 
free governments in countries where educa- 
tion is confined to the privileged few, have 
demonstrated this truth again and again. 
The importance of education has especially 
been recognized in New England, by the 
adoption and support of such a system of 
free schools, as places a good education 
within the reach of every young man and 
woman. Our system, although it has been 
regarded as the best in the world, is pro- 
gressive, as is evinced by the improvements 
which are constantly being made. 

In our own State, the amount of money 
raised for the support of schools, has been 
more than doubled within a few years and 
the recent adoption of the Free High School 
plan affords facilities for an education in 
the higher branches, which have never be- 
fore been enjoyed. In the same direction 
are considered the statute providing for com- 
pulsory attendance at school and the propo- 
sition often made, but hitherto, unendorsed, 
for a uniform system of text books. There 
are those who doubt the propriety or rather 
practicability of the recent enactment for 
compulsory attendance at school, but we 
should give it a fair trial, and if the objec- 
tions to it are sustained, it can easily be re- 
pealed. Weregard uniformity of text books 
asa matter of great importance and with 
suitable safeguards to prevent frauds in sup- 
plying the schools, we hope to see such a 
provision upen the statute books at an early 
day. 

A glance at the following table which we 
clip from an article in the New England 
Journal of Education, will give an idea of 
the improved condition of our schools as 
compared with what it was twenty years 
ago: 


1854. 1874. 
Amount of money raised by towns,$333,019 $673,314 
Am’t of money rec’d from the State, 54,398 367,009 
Am’t expended for private schools, 23,843 43,152 
Number of school-houses built, 128 I 
Cost of same, $62,808 $150,220 
Number of good school-houses, 1,752 2,591 
Estimated value school property, $870,005 $3,079,311 
te e nded for schools, 491,060 1,191,712 
Number of male teachers, 2,559 1,928 
Number of female teachers, 4,137 
Wages teachers, $20.57 $36.17 
Wages female teachers, 7.60 16.20 
Percentage of attend’ce to census Nos., .44 AS 
Number of Normal ls, None 2 
Number of free high schools, None 165 
Number of students in same, None 14,828 


Am’t paid for supervision by towns,$11,079 

As-a whole, the people of Maine are to be 
congratulated upon the present healthy and 
prosperous condition of educational mat- 
ters, and if they are only faithful in execut- 
ing the trusts imposed upon them, our no- 
ble State will ere long lead all others in 
these important interests. 

But with all our present school facilities, 
our success will continue to depend largely 
upon the manner in which towns and dis- 
tricts perform their duties. There is a de- 
mand for a better class of teachers than we 
have had in years past, and normal schools 
have been established to supply the defi- 
ciency. Teachers who were reckoned 
among the best a few years ago, would not 
be up to the average standard at the pres- 
ent time. Teachers should not only be well 
educated in all the branches required to be 
taught in our schools, but they should be in 
full sympathy with the improved methods 
of teaching, and imbued with the spirit of 
progress. The demand of the times also, is 
for better school officers. Persons who 
hold these important positions should be 
liberally educated, have broad and liberal 
views of men and things. It is important 
that school officers should have the respect 
and confidence of the teachers under their 
charge and that their lives should be such 
as to exert a salutary influence in every 
school which they visit. Good moral char- 
acter is by law made one of the essential 
qualifications of the teacher, and no one 
doubts that this is an important and neces- 
sary provisien; and the principle applies 
with equal force to the general school offi- 
cer. The youth of the period are inclined 
to be fast, and we all know the restraining 
influence of example. Persons therefore 
who are selected to direct the studies of 
children, should be those who will set only 
such examples as may safely be followed. 
When these positions are bestowed as re- 
wards for political services, without regard 
to character or fitness, a sacred trust is 
abused, and the evils which are liable to fol- 
low can be hardly over-estimated. 


.o-_ 


MAINE CENTRAL RAILROAD Tax. In 
the Circuit Court at Portland last week, 
Judge Fox announced his opinion in the 
action of Geo. L. Ward, for an injunction 
to restrain the State Treasurer from collect- 
ing the tax assessed against the Maine Cen- 
tral Railroad. Judge Fox said he had ex- 
amined the case carefully, it being one of 
great importance and of serious character, 
as it invelved the question of an injunction, 
by the Federal Court, to a State officer; but 
he had found every point in the case cover- 
ed by decisions of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, which are binding on him, 
whatever might be his own opinion in the 
matter. 

After reciting the provisions of the char- 
ter of the company, he said it was evident 


that the act of 1874, under which the tax | found by the census of April, 1874, 6279; | and one in his head near the temple. 


was assessed, is in conflict with the charter, 


and if the provisions of the charter are val-| year, 553, number of children from 4 to 15 | felling him to the ground, where he received 


id, the act of 1874 is not. 

The Supreme Court of the United States 
has always held by a majority of the judges, 
although there has been a dissenting minor- 
ity, that a State could make a valid con- 
tract not te tax certain property, which con- 
tract a subsequent Legislature cannot re- 
yoke; and that the State is deprived of the 
power of taxing a corporation in any other 
manner than the one provided in its charter. 
Upon these authorities, he was forced to the 
conclusion that the act of 1874 is not bind- 
ing on this corporation, and that all the tax- 
ation to which it can be subjected is that 
expressed in the charter. 

It had been argued that under our State 
constitution, the Legislature had no power 
to make such a contract; but upon a care- 
ful examination, he had not been able to 
find any limitation of the power of the Leg- 
islature in this respect. 


The Judge granted a temporary injunc- 
tion and the case will probably be carried 
up. The decision of Judge Fox will not 


surprise any one who has 


ined the charter of the Maine Central Rail- 


road. 





9@™ The Linseed Oil Manufactory of Wm. 
Foree & Sons, at the foot of Warren street, 
Jersey City, took fire on Friday and was 


from Waldoboro, came to Augusta on busi- 
ness, Saturday, and getting intoxicated was 
robbed of his money and other valuables. 
The city marshal is on the track of the rob- 
bers.——Leigh, a little son of Mr. T. A. 
Chick, nine years old, fell, Thursday, while 


Crrr News anp Gosstr. Michael Orff, 


playing in the school-house yard, running a 
stick into his eye. He will lose the sight of 
one eye.——Speaker Blaine arrived home 
Saturday.—Senator Morrill is coming this 
week.— Geo. E. Weeks was elected Super- 
visor of Schools at the meeting of the City 
Council, Saturday, in place of Warren John- 
son resigned.——Mr. Burnham Wardwell 
spoke at the Baptist church Sunday forenoon 


the subject of Prison Reform.—Frank 
Ripley of this city, working at Sturgis’ mill 
in Wiscasset, was injured by a fall last week. 
——tThe concert Monday evening was well 
attended.——The repairs on the canal at the 
Sprague mills will be cempleted ina few 
days.——Carpenters are now quite busy; 
several houses in the city are being remod- 
eled and ‘enlarged, and some new ones are 
to be built.——News was received in this 
city last week of the death at Peabody, 
Mass., of the wife of Mr. J. N. Ham, the 
former Principal of the High School. She 
was the daughter of Dea. David Billings of 
Litchfield, and was highly esteemed.——The 
Executive Council last week contirmed the 
nomination of three women, who are com- 
missioned to solemnize marriages and take 
the acknowledgment of deeds; fee for the 
commission is three dollars.——Elder Mar- 
tin is confined to his house by sickness.—— 
Marshal FarringtOn has been very. success- 
ful of late in his raids upon the rum holes. 
We hope he will persevere until he compels 
these plunderers to seek some more honorable 
employment.—tThe steamer Clarion, which 
is to run between this city and Gardiner in 
conection with the Boston boat, made her 
first trip up the river Friday.——We learn 
that Dea. Stephen Deering is confined to his 
house by sickness. The cold spring follow- 
ing the arctic winter has been very trying 
to invalids.——Herbert C. Dunn has bought 
the house of Chester H. Webber on Weston 
street.——F. H. Tibbetts living on Western 
Avenue, lost a valuable colt Sunday.— 
The health of Allen Lambard, Esq., which 
has been poor for several weeks, has im- 
proved of late.——Water street is fearfully 
dusty and the sprinkler does not make its 
appearance.——Partridge Brothers have put 
in a new prescription case into their store 
under Granite Hall, which very much facili- 
tates the performance of this branch of their 
business. Now is the time to sow early 
garden peas and plant potatoes in dry local- 
ities where the frost is all out.——Peter E. 
Breen, the night watchman at the State 
House, fell down an embankment Tuesday, 
producing a compound fracture of the left 
arm near the shoulder.—The County Com- 
missioners are having a session at the Court 
House.——The Grand Division of the Sons 
of ‘Temperance had a session in this city 
Wednesday. The attendance was thin and 
the business not of special importance. 


——=D — a 
City AFFarrs. The City Government 
had a meeting Saturday afternoon. Several 
petitions were presented and referred asking 
for repairs on sidewalks. F. H. Adams de- 
clined the office of City Solicitor to which 
he had been elected,and Warren Johnson 
resigned the office of Supervisor of Schools. 
The usual one hundred dollars were appro- 
priated to defray the expenses of decorating 
the soldiers graves and for Memorial Ser- 
vices. The pay of the keeper of Kennebec 
bridge was fixed at $150. The following order 
was passed : 
That there be allowed a discount of eight 
per cent. on all taxes, except poll taxes, 


paid to the collector on or before the tenth 
day of August next; and that there be 


to collect, the legal rate of interest on all 
sums of money paid as taxes after October 
first, 1875. 
Authority was given the Overseers of the 
Poor to obtain a guardian for Ruel W. Clark, 
an insane pauper and pensioner. 
It was voted to raise by taxation the sum 
of $94,500 to be appropriated as follows: 
For State tax, $19,541.62; county tax, 
$7,161.60; support of schools, %6,252; re- 
pairs on highwavs, $8,000; snow bills, 
$2,000; new streets, $500; reduction of city 
Aebt, $3,000; police, $1,800; support of 
poor, $6,000; permanent improvements on 
highways, etc., $2,000; printing, $250; 
abatements, $2,000; interest, $19,000; dis- 
count, $5,500; fire departments, $4,000; city 
officers. $4,130; contingent, $3,364.78. 


A loan of $85,000 was authorized to meet 
the temporary loans which are to fall due 
prior to 1879. 
An order was passed providiug for the in- 
vestment of the Sanford legacy, and for 
paying over the interest according to the pro- 
visions of the will of the late Isaac Sanford. 
The City Treasurer was ordered to keep 
an account with Mount Pleasant Cemetery, 
and expend the surplus fundsin general 
fencing and ornamentation of the Cemetery. 
Several special policemen were appointed 
to serve without pay, and the roll of Atlan- 
tic Engine Company for the ensuing year 


was approved. 
ED 


DOINGS OF THE GOVERNOR AND COUN- 
cit. At the meeting of the Governor and 
Council last week, the nomination of Hon. 
Artemas Libby as Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court, was at first rejected 4 to 3, 
but subsequently the vote was reconsidered 
and he was confirmed by a vote of 5 to 2. 
He was qualified and commissioned Satur- 
day, and commenced his first term of Cour: 
at Wiscasset on Tuesday. His appointment 
gives general satisfaction throughout the 
State. The other nominations previously 
made including that of B. C. Stone of Bridg- 
ton, as State Liquor Agent, were confirmed. 
The Council assessed the following taxes 
on the several railroads in the State: 


Atlantic & Lawrence, $30,266.34 
Boston & Maine, 27,347.25 
Dexter & Newport, 1,189.50 
Maine Central, 20,093.22 
Portland Horse, 894.00 
Portland, Saco & Portsmouth, 352.92 
St. Croix & Penobscot, 211. 
$99,097.72 


a i 


b@™ The report of the Superintendent of 
School gives the following statistics: Num- 
ber of persons from 4 to 21 years of age, as 


number in April, 1873, 5720: increase for the 


as found by the census April, 1874, 3858; 
number in April, 1873, 3644; increase for 
the year, 212; number of school population 
under six, 700; number of school population 
from 6 to 16, 3656 ; number of school popula- 
tion over 16, 1923; total number of legal 
school age 6289. 


forms us that officer Bessee seized a trunk 
at Thorndike a few days ago, and found in 
it four gallons of bad rum, which was duly 


moned before the Grand Jury. — 


ee 
ba@™ There was a smash-up on the Grand 
Trunk last week, near Fish Point just out 
of Portland. Four cars went down an em- 
bankment about fifteen feet. The loss in 
cars and merchandise will be from $12,000 
to $15,000. 


© me 
How iT Works. A package of news- 
papers was sent from this office to Germany 
last week, on which the postage was six 
cents. The same package to Hallowell un- 
der the present law, would have cost eight 
cents. 


WANTED. A capable girl who is willing 





place by applying at this office. 








burned to the ground, together with a large 


amount of stock. The loss is $130,000. 





3@~ Two men employed at Dix Island | Wil change hands early in May. y 
were drowned Wednesday, by the ¥@™ Attention is called to the auction sale 
Ys = wt Micron da ge, cert dA ero . 
Madigan and Jeremiah Crowley. - on . pak _& Butler's stable 


to the beautiful village of Dexter, which lies 
close and snug ameng the hills of Penobscot 
county. Itis situated on the stream of water 
which forms the east branch of the Sebasti- 
cook river, and but a short distance below 
where it issues from Dexter pond. The vil- 
lage extends along the valley for more than 
a mile, and the hillsides all along are dotted 
with neat, cosy dwelling houses. ° 


affords a fine power, and there is not a busier 
hive in Maine than this same Dexter. The 
most important manufacturing interest in 
town is the Dexter mill for the manufacture+the noise made by the falls on the outlet of 


and at the Universalist in the evening, upon | large 


charged, and the collector is hereby directed , 


to do general housework, can hear of a 


¥@™ We learn that W. K. Moody has sold 
the Somerset Reporter, and that the paper 


DEXTER. We made a brief visit last week 


The surplus water from the Dexter pond 


of woolen goods, The Company owns & 
amount of real estate lying on both 
sides of the river, and all their numerous 
buildings look neat and tidy. They operate 
twenty sets of machinery, and when running 
totheir full capacity their productions amount 
to nearly $800,000. Their business is some- 
what depressed at the present time, and they 
employ only about 200 hands, whereas their 
usual complement is over 300. They manv. 
facture a great variety of goods for both 
ladies’ and gentlemen’s wear, and the quali- 
ty is excellent. Through the politeness of 
Mr. Robinson one of the owners, and Mr. 
Bradbury the agent, we were permitted to 
go through the mills and also to examine 
the different classes of goods. This corpo- 
ration pays out for help nearly one hundred 
thousand dollars a year. Their goods are 
all carried to Boston, which isthe headquar- 
ters of the Company where most of the stock 
is owned. 

Amos Abbott & Co. run a small woolen 
mill of two sets of machinery, and manu- 
facture cassimeres, doeskins and flannels, 
most of which finds a ready market in Maine. 
We have space to give only a passing notice 
of the numerous other manufacturing inter- 
ests which go to make up the business of 
the town: The flouring and grist mills of 
Amos Abbott & Co.; churns, sash, doors 
and blinds by Eldridge Brothers; furniture 
by Pennington & Tibbetts; harnesses by 
Parshley & Flynt and George Doughty; 
iron castings by N. Dustin & Co., &., &e. 
Charles Shaw, Esq., who is a breeder of 
choice thoroughbred stock, is also exten- 
sively engaged in the manufacture of leath- 
er. Some of his tanneries are located in 
Dexter and some in other towns. He isa 
gentleman of broad and liberal views and a 
valuable citizen. 

Another of the leading business men of 
Dexter to whom we are indebted for many 
courtesies, is Mr. G. Hamilton, the Treasurer 
of the Dexter & Newport Railroad, a Di- 
rector of the new National Bank, Chairman 
of the Board of Assessors and engaged in 
half a dozen other branches of business. 
The people of Dexter are deeply indebted 
to this gentleman for their railway, which 
brings them in close connection with the 
business centres of the State. They have 
fine churches, school houses and a capacious 
hall in Dexter, all of which indicate a com- 
mendable public spirit. They have a Ma- 
sonic Lodge, a Lodge of Oddfellows and 
a Post of the Grand Army, besides other 
organizations of a social and moral char- 
acter. 

The spelling mania has reached this place, 
and we were in season to witness their first 
orthographical tournament. Messrs. Cros- 
by and Sprague, two leading lawyers of the 
town, were the chief combatants, each sup- 
ported by a company of thirty or more spell- 
ers. The exercises were well conducted, 
and as has been the case everywhere, they 


the leading combatants was floored on 
“isthmus,” one of the busiest men in town 
failed on ‘‘busy,” and “‘erysipelas” brought 
down one of the best spellers. The ladies 
carried off all the prizes as usual, except 
the primer. 
We called on Brother Robbins of the Ga- 
zette, who runs a fine job office in connec- 
tion with his paper and finds enough to do. 
We also found here our old comrade Daniel 
Staples, with whom we spent many a day 
and night on the “tented field” during the 
late war, and whom we had not met since 
we were discharged atitsclose. Afew hours 
with him and his interesting family were 
very pleasantly passed. We came away 
with very favorable impressions of the in- 
telligence, thrift and hospitality of the peo- 
ple of this interesting municipality. 
Dexter was settled about the year 1800, 
and many of the early settlers were from 
the western part of Maine, and from the 


shire. Few if any of the pioneer settlers 
are left, and the third generation from them 
are now the active men and women of the 
town. 

"ED © ee 
b@ A correspondent at Clinton gives the 
following account of the drowning of Wm. 
Prescott on the 24th of April. He worked 
in Hanson’s mill at Clinton village. This 
mill is situated on an island and the bridge 
being carried away, the workmen had to 
cross the water ina boat. Prescott, who 
was not accustomed toa boat, started 15 
minutes earlier than usual Saturday, P. M., 
to his work in order to try his skill at boat 
management. He jumped in and took the 
pole and pushed the boat into the current, 
which forced the boat down towards the 
place where the dam was carriéd away, and 
quite probable, he not wishing to go through 
there in @ boat, jumped into the water which 
is white with foam and very swift. He made 
great exertion to regain the shore after 
passing below the dam, and cried loudly for 
help. His death was witnessed only by 
Esq. Randall’s wife, who gave the alarm. 
He was about 35 years old and leaves a wife 
and child; his body was recovered. 


© 
b@™ The Farmington Chronicle says that 
two young men at Jerusalem, employes of 
the Franklin Land & Lumber Company, 
one named Perkins from Oxford county, the 
other from Penobscot county, named Mery- 
field, got into a quarrel the other day about 
anaxe. Meryfield beat Perkins until he 
cried enough, when they parted and went 
about their work. Soon after another fight 
took place ; they came together, Perkins arm- 
ed with a cant-hook, and Meryfield with an 
axe. They both struck at thesametime; or 
rather Perkins struck and Meryfield threw 
the axe, cutting three holes in Perkins’ hat 
Per- 
kin’s blow took effect on Meryfield’s head, 


another of the same slice. 

6 
PRIZE DECLAMATION AT COLBY. The 
first prize at the Sophomore declamation 
Wednesday evening at Colby University, 
was awarded to Edwin F. Lyford and the 
second to John M. Foster, both of Water- 
ville. The readings by Miss Mann and Miss 


© 
b@~ Our correspondent (J. P. C.,) in-| Coburn were very finely done. Both have been fearful of coming to want. He had a 


pleasing voices, well cultivated, with much 
facility in expression. 


its members belonging to the class, and 
three others being from the college. 


x@™ The ship Hagerstown, of Richmond, 
was struck by lightning on Wednesday, 
week while lying at the port of New Orleans. 
The vessel was set on fire and sunk. 
spatch at the Portland Merchants’ 





owned. 





his retirement. 


Baltimore and Potomac Railroad, 


were provocative of much mirth. One of 


border towns across the line in New Hamp- 


A de- 


states that she had on board 5700 bales of 
cotton destined for Havre, France. The 
Hagerstown wasa new ship of 1905 tons, 
built last year at Richmond, where she is 


b@™ Attorney General Williams has ten- 
dered his resignation to the President, and 
he ought to have done it before. He has 
reflected no honor upon his responsible po- 
sition and the country will feel no regrets at 


: 4 _ ED - oe 
3@~" There was a bad collision on the 
Monday 
caused by the carelessness of one of the en- 


TICONDEROGA. We have already said 
that the affair at Lexington and Concord, 
which inaugurated the war of the Revolu- 
tion, considered as a battle, was an insigni- 
ficant affair, a mere skirmish, but when con- 
sidered in relation to its results, it must be 
regarded as one of the historic battles of 
the world. The next move in the game 
was the capture of Ticonderoga on the 10th 
of May, following the Lexington fight. 
Fort Ticonderoga was situated on the west 
side of Lake Champlain, between that and 
Lake George. The name in the Indian dia- 
lect means “‘sounding water”, and refers to 


Lake George, before it empties into Lake 
Champlain. This was early regarded as an 
important strategetical point and a fort was 
erected here by the French as early as 1755, 
who made many sharp fights for its reten- 
tion. Atthe capture of Quebec, this fort 
fell into the hands of the English, and wae 
held by them until its capture by Ethan Al- 
len and a few patriots, on the 10th of May, 
1775. 

The seizure of the place had been deter- 
mined upon by the Continental Congress, 
and Col. Ethan Allen with a detachment of 
Green Mountain Boys was to effect it. This 
force numbering about 300 men, left Castle- 
ton, Vermont, on the night of the 7th. Be- 
fore they reached the lake, they were joined 
by Benedict Arnold, who had a commission 
from the Massachusetts Committee of Safe- 
ty, and claimed the right to command the 
expedition, but Allen refused to yield, and 
Arnold joined the enterprise as a private. 
On the night of the 9th, the little force was 
drawn up on the shore of the lake opposite 
the fort, and in the early morning of the 
10th, it advanced upon the works. The de- 
mand made by Allen upon Delaplace, the 
eommandant and the authority which he 
gave for the attack upon the fort, the sur- 
prise of Delaplace and his chagrin at hav- 
ing surrendered the place to a detachment 
of raw troops, are as familiar to every Amer- 
ican as household words: 

Of this affair, Elliot the New England 
Historian says: 


Thus, on the morning of the 10th of May, 
the strong fortress of Ticonderoga was tak- 
en by the border men, and with it forty-four 
prisoners, one hundred and twenty iron can- 
non, with swivels, muskets, balls, and some 
ow. without the loss of a single man. 

he surprise was planned and d for by 
Connecticut, and was led by Allen, a Con- 
necticut born man, but was carried out by 
the ‘Green Mountain Boys.” 


Skeenesbrough (Whitehall) was surpris- 
ed and seized, and Arnold at once manned 
a schooner, taken there, and led an attack 
against an armed sloop at St. John, cap- 
turing her and that place. Warner led a 
party against Crown Point, and took it, 
with 100 cannon and its garrison of twelve 
men. 

Ticonderoga was the second aggressive 
movement on the part of the Colonists, and 
paved the way for the engagement which 
took place five weeks later at Bunker Hill. 
It is a well known fact, that even after the 
battle of Lexington and the capture of Ti- 
conderoga, the Colonists had no thought of 
independence. It was only armed resist- 
ance to the unreasonable demands of the 
mother country, to be suspended the mo- 
ment these demands should be withdrawn. 
After the capture of Ticonderoga, a sched- 
ule was made ot all the property which fell 
into the hands of the Colonists, by order of 
the Continental Congress, as they declared 
“that they might be safely returned, when 
the restoration of harmony between the 
mother country and the Colonies, so ardent- 
ly desired by the latter, should render it 
prudent and consistent with the law of 
self-preservation.” 
But England did not understand the tem- 
per of the Colonists, and relaxed none of 
her arbitrary measures. Additional troops 
were sent over to whip the insurgent ‘‘reb- 
els” into subjection and the battle of Bun- 
ker Hill and events which immediately fol- 
lowed, closed every avenue to pacification. 
The Centennial of the capture of Ticonder- 
oga is to be duly celebrated. 


Se 
b@™ A singular elopement case has just 
come to an end in Portland, the parties be- 
ing from New York. On the 27th of last 
February, Louisa Gardiner, wife of Henry 
C. Ferguson, of New York, eloped with 2 
bosom friend of Mr. Ferguson’s, named 
Edwin Rewe. Rowe is 40 years old, 
wealthy, married, and the father of six 
children. Mrs. Ferguson is 27, and has one 
daughter, about four years of age, which 
she took with her when she eloped. The 
attentions of Rowe to Mrs. Ferguson were 
slight at first, but developed with their inti- 
macy till Mr. Ferguson’s suspicions were 
aroused. Coolness then occurred between 
his wife and himself, the breach growing 
wider until the elopement. The husband 
was almost crazy on account of the child’s 
being taken. 
On March 29th, he put the matter in the 


New York. Dunn traced the guilty couple 
to many places. He tracked them finally to 
Portland, and arriving there at 3 1-2 P. M., 
Friday, from Montreal, immediately inter- 
viewed Marshal Parker and placed his cre- 
dentials in his hands. About 41-2 P. M., 
they found the guilty couple at the Fal- 
mouth Hotel, where they had registered as 
Mr. Ed. Lewis and Mrs. L. A. Lewis, Balti- 
more, having arrived in Portland on 
Wednesday last. Mr. Rowe had gone out 
of town on business, but Mrs. Ferguson 
was in No. 37. She displayed great dignity 
and pluck when interviewed by the officers, 
but had to succumb to proof. Then she 
tried to buy them off. It was no use. De- 
tective Dunn took the lady and child to 
New York. It is supposed the guilty couple 
had intended sailing for Liverpool in the 
Sarmatian. Mrs. Ferguson’s wardrobe was 
very extensive, and very elegant, and she 
was supplied with abundance of money. 


— ea 
b@~ The Belfast Journal says that on 
Thursday of last week a boy named John 
Nash, aged six years, who with his mother 
was visiting Mrs. Isaac Dunbar, living in the 
rear of Delano’s barber shop, on Main street, 
accidentally discharged a shot gun in one of 
the back rooms. The charge of buckshot 
with which the gun was loaded, passed 
through the floor and lodged alarmingly 
near Frank Jordan, a candy maker, in a room 
beneath. The recoil of the gun drove the 
breech through the lathings of the wall, but 
the boy was uninjured. The gun had been 
a long time loaded and forgotten. 


> © 
ba@™ A correspondent informs us that Mr. 
Wm. Frye committed suicide Feb. 15th, at 
Capron, Il., where he has resided for twen- 
ty years. His mind has been somewhat 
unsound since he lost a son, and he has 


nice farm of 200 acres and was in affluent 


dren. 


3@@™ There is a centennarian living in Tres- 
cott. His name is Charles McCurdy, aged 
10lyears. He isverysmart. Walksamileand 
a-half to attend a Catholic church Sundays. 
His sight is good, can read easily. He man- 
factured the season’s stock of wood at the 
door during a short time past. He lives 
with his son and grandson, four generations 
in his family. 





the water’s edge. A number of lives 
lost. 


hands of a private detective, James Dunn of 


circumstances. His wife is the daughter of 


The exhibition was very satisfactory. The | tne jate Capt. Richard Macy of East Vassal- 
confiscated. The consignees are to be sum-| Waterville band afforded the music, one of boro’, and is left a widow bot several chil- 


——DP - o 
b@™ The steamer John Kyle, lying at the 
wharf in New Orleans, took fire last week 
and the flames were communicated to two 
other vessels, and all three were burned to 


; — + 
b@By direction of the President, Gen. 
0. O. Howard has been assigned to duty 
according to his commission of brevet Major 
Gen., while in command of the department 
of California. Col. Robert A. K. Whitley 
of the ordinance departmeut, has been retired 


For the Maine Farmer. 
The Black Hills. 
Sroux Crry, April 6th, 18767 


Editor Maine Farmer : 

Having formerly, when living in Maine, 
been a reader of your valuable paper, and 
thinking that perhaps some of your readers 
might be interested in hearing from this part 
of the country, I thought I would pen you 
a few lines more particularly in reference to 
the gold excitement in connection with the 
Black Hills of Dakota Territory, which is 
now at fever heat here and rapidly spreading 
all over the country. 

Sioux City has a population of between 
four and five thousand, and probably there 
is no town in the United States that can 
boast of as large a wholesale trade and as 
many fine stores in proportion to its inhabi- 
tants, as are found here, though six years 
ago it was scarcely anything more than a 
village. A railroad runs from here to Yank- 
ton, capital of Dakota, 61 miles distant; this 
is also a thriving little town of about 3500 
inhabitants. 


No doubt most of your readers are aware 
that in 1868, the United States Government 
concluded a treaty with the Sioux Indians, 
forever setting aside the Black Hills country 
as an Indian reservation. The wildest sto- 
ries have been in circulation on the frontier 
in relation to gold for many years, and 
numerous attempts have been made by white 
men to penetrate the Black Hills since the 
treaty was concluded, but have been pre- 
vented by the military without difficulty un- 
til recently. 


Last summer Gen. Custer with a body of 
troops, made an excursion through this 
country, it is supposed, with a view of pre- 
venting Indian depredations, though many 
believe the real reason was to produce just 
such an excitement as has been created, 
with a view of opening the Black Hills and 
simplifying the Indian question; however 
this may be, when Custer returned he re- 
ported the discovery of gold, and the news 
flew over the country with lightning like 
rapidity. The Government then, in order 
to maintain inviolate their treaty with the 
hostile Sioux, issued orders to the military 
to prevent any white men from entering the 
Hills. Notwithstanding the edict, it was ru- 
mored while I was in Sioux City last No- 
vember, that a party of about 25 men armed 
to the teeth, had started from here with the 
determination to enter the Hills. Indians 
or no Indians, soldiers or no soldiers. This 
story was circulated through the papers all 
winter, and as persistently denied by the 
military officers stationed in that western 
country; but finally a company of cavalry 
was sent to the Hills during the winter, and 
after nearly freezing to death returned and 
reported that there were no white men there. 
It now turns out that a party of 26 white 
men were there all winter. I wasintroduced 
to-day to Mr. John Gordon of this city, an 
old frontiers-man and a reliable man, who last 
fall led a company of 25 men to the Hills in 
defiance of the soldiers and Indians. This 
was the party the troops went after and did 
not succeed in finding. They followed Cus- 
ter’s trail to Harvey’s Peak, wherethey found 
a shaft sunk by his men, and from this ob- 
tained a better specimen of gold than was 
found by Custer. This specimen is now on 
exhibition in one of the banks here, and 
certainly looks very fine and is so pronounced 
by cbmpetent judges. After satisfying them- 
selves as to the existence of gold, they turned 
their attention to erecting a stockade and 
preparing to defend themselves from any at- 
tack of the Indians. After stopping there 
nearly six weeks, Mr. Gordon and a com- 
panion returned for supplies and reinforce- 
ments. Shortly after three more men re- 
turned it is supposed through fear, so that 
now there are about twenty white men known 
to be in the Hills. Mr. Gordon says they 
have provisions enough to last them until 
the first of June, and seventeen head of cat- 
tle in addition, which can be used for food 
if necessary. Parties are forming at many 
points to start soon as the roads begin to 
improve, which are now in a very bad con- 
dition. 


Mr. Gordon has organized the largest 
party, consisting of over 100 men and 30 
wagons, which started to-day for the Hills, 
though they will not get far from here until 
the roads improve. They crossed the Mis- 
souri at this point, while a salute of 50 guns 
was fired by an enterprising provision deal- 
er, who is coining money out of this affair 
and can afford to waste a little powder. 
They go in camp on the other side of the 
river to-night, when every man’s outfit is to 
be examined, and if any are found that do 
not come up to the requirements of the com- 
pany as laid down in their code of laws, they 
will not be allowed to proceed. Every one 
is required to be thoroughly armed and to 
have a certain amount of provisions—45 
days’ rations I think. The distance from 
Sioux City to the Black Hills is 390 miles; 
from Yankton 330 miles. There has been 
quite a diversity of opinion in reference to 
the route to be taken, whether it would be 
better to start from Sioux City or Yankton; 
from the latter point the distance would be 
shortened about 60 miles, and the Yankto- 
nians are of course very desirous of estab- 
lishing the route from there, and the Sup't. 
of the Dakota Southern R. R. offered to take 
them to Yankton free of cost, when a prom- 
inent citizen of Sioux City offered to donate 
a sack of flour to every man starting from 
here; the men accepted the latter proposi- 
tion, received their flour and made the start 
from here. Though this is the longer route, 
the roads are considered better'than from 
Yankton. 


Another party is forming to start in about 
two weeks, and a Transportation Company 
has been organized composed of some of 
the principal men of this town, with a capi- 
tal it is said of $100,000; it is called the 
Sioux City and Black Hills Transportation 
Company, and agrees to convey baggage to 
the Hills for $15 per hundred Ibs. So you 
see the fever has broken out in earnest. 
but it seems like a rather hazardous under- 
taking as the Government has issued orders 
to the military officers to burn all wagons 
and provisions that are found en route to the 
Black Hills. I had quite a lengthy conver- 
sation with one of the expeditionists, a man 
who has had considerable experience in the 
Montana mines and a good specimen of his 
class. I asked him if they proposed to 
make any resistance tothe United States 
troops in case they interfered with them. 
His reply was, ‘‘Well we sheuld hate to 
buck agin Uncle Sam of course, but at the 
same time if they undertake to burn our 
hash we will fight; there won’t be over a 
dozen in our party but what have been in 
the war, and we will be just as well armed 
and know how to fight just as well as the 
soldiers, and the boys will fight for their 
hash any time.” Of course it must be ex- 
ceedingly foolish for them to make any re- 
sistance to the U.S. troops, yet a large 
number of this party are of the very rough- 
est class who would as soon fight as eat. 
The Government has sent for a delegation 
of the Sioux to visit Washington, with a 
view of transacting arrangements for the 
surrender of the Black Hills country. It 
has recently set aside a large tract of land 
east of the Missouri about 200 miles long 
and 100 wide, as an addition to the Indian 
reservation, and it is believed with a view to 
negotiations for the transfer ef the Sioux 
from the Hills to this tract. Mr. Gordon 
seems to think that by the time his party ar- 
rives at the Hills, these negotiations will 
have been consummated and no difficulty 
will be experienced. Many are waiting to 
see what course Government will take in 
this affair, and if this party is not molested 
and should be successful the universal cry 
will be, ‘‘Ho for the Black Hills,” as it was 
‘Ho for Pike’s Peak” in 49. Two citizens 


great excitement there and a party is rapid- 
ly forming. 


greatly in general aspect during the past 
six months. The hotels are crowded to 
overflowing ; streets full of men hurrying 
to 
der and a shovel on the other; show win- 
dows and sidewalks in front of hardware 
stores filled with gold-pans, shovels, pick- 
axes, tin dippers and all the paraphernalia 
of a mining life. People here have not the 


This usually quiet little town pas changed 


and fro, usually with a rifle on one shoul- 


slightest doubt of the existence of gold, but 


question to be decided. 

One redeeming feature about this affair is 
that there is a good agricultural country in 
the immediate vicinity, as fine a stock grow- 
ing regien as in the world and plenty of 
lumber, so if disappointed in mining there 
are other fields open to them where success 
is sure to crown their labors; however none 
ought to go to the Black Hills until sus- 
tained by the Government. H. M. T. 





PerHaM, April 17th. 


ly three feet deep on the ridges. Sugar 
making just commenced. Over 4000 trees 
have been tapped in one neighborhood, and 
much impatience felt that the sap don’t run. 
Messrs. O. Y. & James Nutting have 1650 
buckets hung, and Messrs. K. & B. R. Black- 
stone about 1100. Hay sells for from $10 to 
$15 per ton, oats 55 to 60 cts. per bushel, 
buckwheat at 40 cts., wheat $1.50 to $2. 
Lumbering has been brisk for the past win- 
ter, but shingle making is very dull. Per- 
ham has caught the fever and proposes to 
have a Grange. Any one in want of a 
chance to take up alot of State land, will 
do well to make an early call on, or write to 
the local agent of Perham, as :here are a 
number of very choice lots to be had. These 
lands lay within 15 miles of Caribou, the 
terminus of the Aroostook River Railroad, 
and are as good as can be found in Aroos- 
took county or in the New England States. 


— 





KENNEBEC COUNTY ITEMS. The annual 
meeting of the Oakland Park Association 
is to be held at the City Hall, Gardiner, on 
‘Tuesday evening, May 4th.—There isa 
place at Riverside called Mt. Tom, which 
years ago was the burying ground of the 
Indians. People have recently found relics 
of Indian warfare, such as arrows, spear 
heads and parts of human skeletons. Some 
boys at play recently found part of a man’s 
arm. This location overlooks the Kenne- 
bec, and is a picturesque spot, and there 
are many tales of Indian barbarity and 
blood-shed in connection with the early set- 
tlement of the place. ——The Gardiner Re- 
porter says that the Catholic Literary Socie- 
ty recently formed in that city, at the earn- 
est request of their pastor, have formed 
themselves into a temperance organization, 
and call it for short the St. Joseph Total 
Abstinence and Benevolent Society. The 
members of the Society are now rehearsing 
fora grand entertainment to be given at 
Johnson Hall soon, and will be assisted by 
talent from Bangor, Augusta and Portland. 
——The assessors of Waterville, find the 
number of horses in that town is 342; colts 
3 years old and under, 56; cows, 285; pairs 
of oxen, 12; head of young cattle, three 
years old and under, 168; sheep, 703; 
swine, 125. Several old horses past service 
and therefore not taxed, are not included in 
the above, and no small share of the num- 
ber are reported unsound. The Mail says: 
‘There are those who feel confident that 
we have too much horse stock for the pros- 
perity of the country.”"——-The Waterville 
Mail says that it was the students who chal- 
lenged the citizens to the spelling match, 
and then used a list of words which was 
found in an educational work which they 
had time to “meditate” upon. The students 
then took both prizes, when by the condi- 
tions of the match, only the first belonged 
to them.——The old *‘Wyman Tavern” at 
the foot of Belgrade hill, was burnt last 
Monday. The fire caught in the chimney. 
No family lived in the house, but it was 
used for a work-shop. The loss of the 
building was not great except the lumber. 
No insurance. Mr. John C. Taylor had 
some forty barrels of cider stored in the 
cellar which was lost, except three casks, 
——C. K. Wakefield was arraigned on the 
23d before Justice Woodward at Winthrop, 
for violating the liquor law; on first action 
was found guilty and fined $20 and costs; 
on second case, plead guilty and fined $30 
and costs, which he paid; on third, found 
guilty and fined $30 and costs; and fourth- 
ly, as a common seller, was beund over to 
the August term of court.——The Reporter 
says that one sanguine tiller of the soil in 
Pittston, sowed an acre of peas last week. 
——A workman in one of the axe shops at 
West Waterville, recently met with a singu- 
lar accident. While holding an axe to 
grind, his two thumbs got caught between 
the axe and stone, and were ground down 
pointed to the thumb nails.——The Dunn 
Edge Tool Company of West Waterville, 
are behind their scythe orders 2,000 dozen, 
and have converted their axe shop into a 
scythe factory.——A large number of young 
men are leaving Gardiner this season for 
California and the West.——Gen. Smith of 
Waterville, has so far recovered from his in- 
juries, that he is out on pleasant days.—— 
Over $10,000 are paid out monthly by the 
shops at West Waterville for labor.——The 
dwelling house and barn of Mr. Enoch 
Steeve in Chelsea, were burned Wednesday 
morning. Loss $800; insurance $400. 
aniline 
THE SCANDAL Suir. Seventy-five days 
have now been consumed in the Brooklyn 
trial, and the substance of the testimony is 
now in. Since Mr. Beecher left the stand, 
several witnesses of minor importance have 
testified, and Mr. Evarts hopes to close the 
testimony for the defence this week. How 
much time will be required to close up the 
trial cannot be stated with any Certainty. 
The prosecution have subpcenaed quite a 
number of witnesses, and it may be that 
this will require further testimony for the 
defence. 
The summing up for the defence will be 
both by Mr. Porter and Mr. Evarts, while 
Mr. Beach alone will do the advocacy on 
the other side. It has been intimated that 
Judge Neilson would like a week’s inter- 
mission between the evidence and the argu- 
ments, in order that he may attend to some 
neglected judicial duties. There is not much 
probability, therefore, that the trial will be 


out of the way before the first of June. 
—— «em 


b@™ The house of Rev. W. H. Fenn, sit- 
uated on Deering street in Portland, was 
entered by burglars last week, and robbed 
of jewelry and other valuables to the 
amount of $1500. Mr. Fenn and wife were 
at the time, visiting in New York, having 
left the house in charge of a lady house- 
keeper and two servant girls. These with 
two young nephews of Mr. Fenn, were in 
the house at the time the burglary was com- 
mitted. No clue to the perpetrators has as 
yet been obtained. 


oe ° 
B@A fire at Colley’s Corner, Falmouth, 
Tuesday, destroyed the house of Miss Lucy 
Merrill, valued at $1500; insured for $450; 
in the Falmouth Mutual. House of E. G. 
M.T. Tewksbury, with barn, carriage house. 
&c., valued at $2500; insured for $1200 in 
the Falmouth Mutual. Store of Mr. Colley, 
and a new school-house were badly scorched. 
Several persons were slightly injured in 
fighting flames. The fire caught from burn- 
ing brush. 


p@™~ Daniel Webster's large and valuable 
miscellaneous library is soon to be sold at 
auction in Boston. It has remained hitherto 
in the room in his country house in Marsh- 
field, which he built for its reception—a 
Gothic room with many alcoves, and with a 








factory. 
J. H. Chapman will 


whether it exists in paying quantities is the | ¢o jt. 


The season is very backward. Snow near-| di 


Items of Maine News. 


Presque Isle is to have a steam cheese 


Pittsfield Grange is to have a store which’ 
run. 

The Patten Tribune reports 160 days of 
continuous sleighing in that region. 
The Life Saving Station near Eastport will 
be closed from May 1 to Dee. I. 

The Wiscasset Reform Club has 400 names 
enrolled and more coming. 
Northern Oxford 


& good sugar 
season for those who 


ve given attention 


Mr. F. A. Russ has taken from a on 

his farm in a western part of a 

specimien which strongly resembles silver 

bearing rock. af 

Congressman Frye has recommended for 

appointment as cadet midshipman, James 

O'Connell of the Lewiston high school. 

The house of George H. Howard of Lew- 

iston, was damaged $500 by fire Wednesday 

morning, week. 

The Lewiston Journal says that the direc- 

tors of the L. & A. Railroad have voted to 

ratify the lease to the Grand Trunk. 

Mr. T. B. Trafton, late of the firm of 

Trafton & Clough of Houlton, died at Can- 

terbury, N. B.,a few days since, of heart 
sedse. 


There are about 500 tons of hay, much of 
it pressed, ready for shipment in the vicinity 
of Sheepscot Bridge, at the present time. 
Mr. Tucker, General Freight nt of the 
new Portland, Rochester and orcester 
route, has been visiting Lewiston. 

A Grange was organized April 5th, at 
Prospect, called South Branch Grange; 

H. Ginn, Master, W. R. Hagan, Secretary. 
Messrs. Monroe & Littlefield of Dover, 
sold a Gilbreth Knox colt last week, to Bus- 
ton parties, for $2000. 

The long winter is bringing many Piscat- 


mows rather prematurely. 

The President has appointed Joseph M. 
Livermore Surveyor of Customs at Eastport, 
and for the district of Passamaquoddy. 

The Belfast > says that navigation in 
that harbor and bay has been closed 82 days 
the past winter, the longest period ever 
known. 

A little son of Amos Dow of Foxcroft, 
was seriously hurt last week, by falling from 
a barn window. 

It is said that the town of Madison finds 
its debt $33,000 instead of $12,000, as report- 
ed at the town meeting. 

The Lewiston Journal says that the An- 
droscoggin County Agricultural Society will 
hold its annual show and fair on the 5th, 
6th and 7th days of October. 

The shingle and clapboard mill of O. T. 
Witham & Co. of Abbot, was destroyed by 
fire Tuesday evening, week. The cause of 
the fire is unknown. Loss, $1500. No in- 
surance. ‘ 

The Whig says that Sheriff Jerrard in- 
formed the apothecaries that he shall not 
interfere with their sale of alcohol for medi- 
cinal and mechanical purposes. 

The Herald notes a rumor that the Me- 
chanic Falls cheese factory company is out 
$550, im consequence of paying too high a 
price for milk last season. 

The lumber dealers in Bangor are making 
an effort to have the price of surveying and 
handling lumber, 35 cents a thousand, re- 
duced five cents. 

The Bath Times says that A. C. Hewey, 
Esq., Clerk of Courts for that county, is 
confined to the house with a severe attack of 
neuralgia in the head. 

Rev. G. W. Quimby proposes to print a 
series of papers entitled: ‘his Life and 
the Next,” which have appeared in the Ban- 
ner, in the form of a book. 

The Ellsworth American still devotes 
much space to the temperance reform move- 
ment in that city. ihe meetings continue 
to be frequent and crowded. 

The Whig says that the steamer Cam- 
bridge was badly injured by floating ice the 
other day, and has gone into dry dock at 
Boston for repairs. 

President Coburn informs the Whig that 
Messrs. Hatch and Neyes will at once un- 
dertake to modify and reduce the tariffs of 
the Maine Central. 

The stores of F. H. Summer and John 
Geyer, in Thomaston, were broken into 
Monday night, and a few articles taken, and 
a little scrip. 

At a Masonic Fair in Newtonville, Mass., 
Alexander Hoyt, formerly of New Portland, 
was voted an elegant gold watch, valued at 
$250. 

Hon. Moses Webster of Vinalhaven, is 
having a fine’ boat built for himself anda 
few friends, intended more especially for 
lake fishing excursions. 

The Camden Herald rejoices in a power 
ress, and insists that Camden’s silver ore 
ooks as silver-like as that of Newburyport. 

Benjamin C. Stone, of Bridgton, recently 
appointed State liquor commissioner, has 
declined that position, and a new appoint- 
ment will be made. 

The Democrat says that Mr. Wm. D. Dix- 
on of North Parsontfield, died on Friday last, 
after a painful illness of about four weeks. 
Mr. D. leaves a wife and two daughters, and 
a property estimated by some at §]00,000. 
The Calais Times says that a man in Per- 
ay thinks he has discovered a coal mine on 
his farm. A specimen of the coal examined 
by the State Assayer of Massachusetts, 
proved to be good bituminous coal. 

The family of the late Frank Farrington 
has received a letter from California, stating 
that a fortune of over sixty thousand dollars 
(one-half of the estate) is left for his Frye- 
burg family. 

The Auburn Land Co. has purchased the 
Thompson farm, one of the most elligible 
tracts of land in the vicinity of Lewiston, 
and propose to divide it into house-lots, 
which will be sold cheap. 

The Belfast Journal says the building of 
summer residences at the Northport Camp 
Ground has already commenced, and the 
prospect is that a large number will be put 
up the present season. 

Charles T. Brown, committed to jail “for 
the forgery of Hon. John B. Foster’s paper 
recently, furnished the necessary bonds to 
the amount of $400, and was released from 
jail on Tuesday. 

The “split rock” in which so many jams 
were formed, and so much timber ruined in 
the fall of the Aroostook river, has been 
blasted out. It took 675 lbs. of powder. 

The barn of Andrew,McCobb of Lincoln- 
ville, was burned last Thursday morning, 
with one horse, cow, calf, three tons of hay, 
carriages, and all the farming tools. Loss, 
about $1000; insured for $50. The house 
was injured some. 


The Journal says that Edwin pee of 
Springvale, was thrown from his carriage a 
few Gee since. His injuries at first were 
thought slight, but it has since proved that 
his head was much affected, causing a par- 
tial aberration. 

The ice coming down the St. Croix river 
and Bay of Fundy carried away all the 
weirs on both the American and English 
sides, so that no box herring can be put up 
this spring. Twenty thousand dollars will 
not replace them. 

Prof. Carmichael of Brunswiek, Assayor 
for the State, has at the request of Sheriff 
Bailey of Sagadahoc county, made a chemi- 
cal analysis of Hostetter’s bitters, and finds 
that the same contains 42 per cent, of pure 
alcohol. The strongest brandy and whiskey 
contain but 53 per cent. 

The Bangor Whig says that a total of 
twenty-three men are now in the jail work- 
shop, and the average result of their labor 
is satisfactory. In the broom factory an av- 
erage of about ten dozen first-class brooms 
are turned out each week, and over 400 doz- 
en have been made since operations were 
commenced. 

The Observer says that a little son. of 
Amos Dow of Foxcroft, 5 = old, fell 
from the barn window . em pe AY 
last week, os upon its against 

lanking and ice beneath. He was insensi- 


le for some time, but no t injury 
will result from the fall, it ts thought. 


The Belfast says William Pitcher, 
Esq., whose hand was so terribly bruised 
last winter, met with another accident on 
Friday, by falling rosy | the heavy ice un- 
der his wharf, by which his other hand was 
wrenched and head cut. 

The Whig says that it is understood, that 
Mr. Oak, who has been a Trustee of the 
Orono College, for eight years, and whose 
term expires within a few days, positively 
declines a renomination. He has done most 
efficient service to the institution, and should 
he persist in declining, it will be hard to fill 
the vacancy. 

In consequence of the removal of Dr. 
Montgomery, the citizens of Jefferson met 


at the North Vil pean Eaaen Demee. 
for the purpose of in some good phy- 
sician A locate ther.e following were 


chosen committee of invitetion: Albert 
Richardson, Geo. Weeks, L. M. a bs 
8. J. Bond, J. 8S. Ames, Wm. Weeks, M. 
Weeks 


charge of breaking 
Hall ond F. Shaw & Bros., 
knives, 

















severely 


gineers. Several of the passengers were 
injured. 


‘from active service. 


window over the fireplace. 


burned Saturday. 


Items of General News. 


— i — 


Francis Schwartz is under arrest in Mill. 


ville, N. J., for the murder of Joseph Abert. 


Togan’s tannery, at Pictou, N. S., was 
Loss $50,000. 

Fisk & Sayles’ woolen mill in Pascoag, R. 
I., was partly burned Friday. Loss 88000. 
The miners at Hillman’s mines, Penn, 
have voted not to go to work. , 
Prof. Donaldson was quite badly | i 
his balloon adventure. — 
Daniel O'Leary walked 116 miles in 2% 
hours and 8 minutes at Philadelphia, Satur- 
day—the best time on record. 

There is an official report at Havana t} 
the rebels have been defeated in an amen 
ment and 70 killed. . 
State Treasurer Parker of South Carolina 
has been committed to Columbia jail in de- 
fault of $250,000 bail. 

Chief Justic Church of New York. has 
just decided in a suit to collect off shore 
pilotage, that such pilotage is illegal. 

Rob’t W. Batting for murder of John 
Tompkins, at New Paltz, N. Y.. has been 
sentenced to life imprisonment. 

The Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific 
Railroad commenced paying its dividend 
Saturday without rebate. 

Mrs. Sarah Wilson, the alleged Lebanon, 
N. H., poisoner, has been committed to 
await the action of the grand jury. 

A fire at Sing Sing Tuesday destroyed g 
number of lime sheds and a large quantity 
of lime. Loss $23,000. . 
Spanish residents of New York Friday 
evening commemorated the 259th annivers- 
ary of Cervantes’ death. 

The new fishing schooner J. L. Call of 
Gloucester, has been given up as lost, wit) 
all on board, 12 men. 

The building in Richmond, Va., occupied 
by the agent of the Canton Color Werks. 
was burned Monday. Loss on stock $34.- 


aquis farmers to the bottom of their hay | 000 


A dispatch from San Jose, Cal., reports 
the burning Friday of the Roman Catholic 
Church there. ss $50,000; insurance 
$17,000. 

The spring meeting at tne Great Falls, N, 
H. riding park, takes place June 16, 17 and 
18, with 3 in premiums. 

Nothing definite has been heard from the 
burning steamer seen off Santa Barbara, 
California. A schooner has gone to her re- 
lief. 

Of the 7000 men cmployed in Gloucester 
fishing vessels, 3000 are fromthe British 
Provinces. 

Notice has been served on the two Demo- 
cratic Representatives-elect of Seabrook, N. 
H., that their seats will be contested. 

A committee of the New York Legisla- 
ture is investigating the terminal charges 
on grain at New York. 

Charles B. Nash of Hudson, N. Y.. pro- 
prietor of Columbia Springs, committed 
suicide Thursday. 

David Costello was instantly killed in 
New York, Friday, by the fall of an old 
building that was undergoing repairs. 

It is reported that the Sioux Indians are 
lying in wait for any bodies of miners who 
may attempt to locate on the Black Hills. 
General John H. Bell who did good ser- 
vice in the war, died in Washington on 
Tuesday of consumption. 

Brigham Young was up for contempt of 
court, Saturday, for not paying Ann Eliza's 
alimony. Decision reserved. 

A verdict of $25,000 has been rendered in 
the suit of Miss Early of Rockford, Illinois. 
against Story of the Chicago Times. 

The state police made a raid on Boston 
gambling saloons, Saturday, and captured 
48 gamblers and a quantity of material. 

A Louisville despatch says that the re- 
cent severe weather has been quite detiri- 
mental to the enfeebled health of John C. 
Breckenridge. 

Several merchants of Williamsburg were 
arrested on an affidavitt of a man who 
charged them with an attempt to kill him. 
He proved to be insane. 


No official announcement of the settle- 
ment of the differences between the Panama 
and Pacific Mail has been made, but it is 


understood that such a settlement has been 
made. 

Chas. L. Lawrence, the smuggler, is ex- 
pected to be brought back to New York 
next week. The value of the silks he smug- 
gied is now estimated at $3,000,000. 

Frederic Klennan, the embezzling cashier 
of the Hobokeu savings bank, was Thurs- 
day sentenced on eleven convictions, the 
terms of imprisonmentaggregating 84 years. 

The officers of the N. E. Agriculural So- 
ciety are corresponding with the New Hamp- 
shire Society with reference to holding the 
fair in Manchester. 

At a meeting of the Centennial board of 
finance Friday it was announced that to ful- 
ly complete the work and bear the expenses 
to the end $3,500,000 will be needed. 

More Mexican incursions into Texas are 
reported. Two men, George Hill and Dr. 
Lovell, have been murdered and many cat- 
tle driven off. The troops are after the 
raiders. 

At the reception to Congressman Lawson 
in New York, Wednesday night week, he 
recommended the Republican party to nom- 
inate Roscoe Conkling for the next Presi- 
dent. 

The Comanche chiefs, Mawway, Long 
Hungry and Wild Horse have surrendered 
with 36 braves, 140 women and children and 
700 ponies. 

A London despatch says the hearing in 
the case of the seat-owners to restrain Moody 
and Sankey from using the opera house has 
been postponed again to the 31st inst. 


miners attacked Jasper Ely’s place and 
wounded a merchant who had refused to 
assist them. During the melee one of the 
miners was shot and killed. 

Capt. Samuel Goodwin, formerly propri- 
etor of the Diamond Island House, Lake 
Winnepiseogee, died suddenly in Manches- 
ter, N. H., Saturday morning. He was an 
officer in the Ellsworth Zouaves during the 
war. 

Great consternation is reported at Min- 
neapolis, caused by another reported 
break in the tunnel. Damage can hardly 
be repaired till the Mississippi falls. ‘The 
river is now declining, but is still in a high 
stage. 

It is rumored that the great English man- 
ufacturers are objecting that itis hardly 
worth while to exhibit their fabrics in the 
exhibition of a country whose duties pro- 
hibit their importation. This is a fair hit. 

The steamer Ventura, from San Francis- 
co to southern California, was wrecked 
Wednesday night at Point Sur, twenty-five 
miles below Monterey. ‘The vessel is 4 
total loss but the passengers were saved. 

A Chicago despatch gives an account o! 
the condition of the crops in the northwest- 
ern States, by which it appears great daum- 

e has been done by the unusual cold 
weather which has prevailed this spring. 

It is declared that the election of several 
Catholic Democratic Representatives in Man- 
chester, N. H., and elsewhere will be con- 
tested, as the state constitution provides that 
Representatives must be of the Protestant 
religion, and the people have several times 
refused to repeal this. 

The experiment of transferring blood has 
just been applied to Gen. Frank Blair who 
has for some time been prostrated with par- 
alysis, at his home in St. Louis. Six ounces 
of blood were injected into his veins, and the 
result is said to be favorable. 

The Paris Moniteur says there is no doubt 
that President Thiers will be elected to the 
Senate by many departments, and may pos- 
sibly be chosen to preside over that body, |" 
which event he is sure to hold that position 
for life. 


State Treasurer Mackey of Pennsylvania, 
is willing that as members of the Legislature, 
the committee appointed to investigate bis 
accounts shonld examine them, but denies 
their right as a committee and will not allow 
a party a by the committee to make 
an examination. 


Steamer Stonington, of the New York and 
Boston line filled with water and sunk at the 
foot of Ninth street Pier Saturday while 
undergoing repairs. ‘There were fifty me! 
at work upon her at the time, but they all 
escaped. The accident is not serious 4! 
will have no effect on the trips of the line. 


In the U. 8. District Court at Baltimore !" 
the case of the steamer Edgar Stuart, Jude 
Giles rendered a decision condemning the 
vessel and decreeing her forfeited to the 
United States on the ground that while e0- 
rolled in the coasting trade she left New Lov- 
don fully equipped and destined for a for 
eign port. 

Senator Ingalls of Kanas is unfortunate. 
He went security for his brother, a boot and 
shoe dealer at the South, and was held re- 
sponsible in the sum of $50,000. He has 
assigned all his property, and has pledged 
his salary fora —- advance, towards 


tof the debt, and is still held for 
$2,000. 


the 8th inst., has proved of 
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